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Major exporter of 
Natural Gas

Very high 
GDP/capita, 

supporting strong 
consumption

Infrastructure 
investment policy

Strong 
facts

General Data

General
info 

- Capital: Doha.
- Type of state: Monarchy.
- Location: Middle East; Gulf States
- Area: 11.571 Km2

- Time zone: GMT +3

Demography

- Population : 2,930,524 - 2021
- Official and business language: Arabic, English

Currency

- Qatari Rial (QAR)
- 1 USD = 3.67 QAR – July 2025.

Macro 
economy

- GDP: 221.45 MM USD Growth: 2.4 % - 2024
- GDP per capita: 71,583 USD – 2024
- Employment rate of people aged 15 and over: 

86.3 % - 2014

International 
trade

- Imports - 2023: 31.43 MM USD
- Exports – 2023: 97.75 MM USD

FDI
- Inward FDI flows in 2024: 2.7 MM USD



Qatar’s economic growth is on a strong upward trajectory, 
supported by both its energy sector and a rapidly expanding 
non-hydrocarbon economy. In the first quarter of 2025, the 
country recorded a GDP growth of 3.7% year-on-year, with 
non-hydrocarbon sectors such as manufacturing, 
construction, real estate, and retail trade growing by over 
5%. 

The World Bank projects GDP growth of 2.4% in 2025, 
followed by a sharp acceleration to 5.4% in 2026 and 7.6% 
in 2027, making Qatar the fastest-growing economy in the 
GCC. 

Government projections are equally optimistic, with average 
annual growth expected to reach 4.1% between 2025 and 
2029, peaking at 7.9% in 2027. This positive outlook is 
largely driven by Qatar’s major LNG expansion projects, 
which will significantly boost export revenues and industrial 
activity. 

Combined with strong fiscal reserves and continued 
investment in infrastructure and innovation, Qatar is well 
positioned for sustained and inclusive economic growth.

GDP growth Doing Business in Qatar

Doing business in Qatar offers outstanding potential within a rapidly 
diversifying and investor-friendly economy. Positioned as a regional 
hub, Qatar encourages 100 % foreign ownership across most sectors, 
repatriation of profits, and operates under a competitive 10 % 
corporate tax regime while imposing no personal income taxes.

The $1 billion investment incentive programme from Invest Qatar 
supports up to 40 % of capital costs in key sectors—advanced 
industries, logistics, fintech, and digital technology—over five years, 
with packages designed to foster knowledge transfer and high-
skilled job creation.

Qatar’s financial landscape is growing: the Qatar Investment 
Authority is partnering with global asset managers, while the Qatar 
Financial Centre and Media City attract international firms through 
free zones, legal safeguards, and simplified licensing.

Foreign direct investment surged, rising over 110 % in 2024 with 241 
new projects, significantly boosting competitiveness rankings in 
logistics, infrastructure, and entrepreneurship. With world-class 
infrastructure—ports, airports, metro, and 5G networks—and 
strategic proximity to emerging markets, Qatar provides a dynamic 
environment for growth and innovation.



0.2 %

50.3 %

49.5 %

Share of agriculture in GDP 
It employs 1.2% of the 
population

Share of industry in GDP 
It employs 53.7% of the 
population

Share of services in GDP 
They employ 45.1% of the 
population

Main sectors of activity Sector Strategies

The economic component of this strategy depicts the diversity that 
Qatar is seeking. The "Qatar National Vision 2030" emphasizes the 
development of infrastructure, health, education, research, sport, and 
tourism, as well as downstream oil and gas and services.
This diversification strategy is starting to bear fruit, with several 
“national champions” having become international  players in their 
respective segments (Qatar Airways, Ooredoo , Qatar National Bank, 
but also Qatar Petrochemicals ). Besides, Qatari investments in media 
and sport at the same time endow the country with a global reach, 
which will culminate in the hosting of the FIFA World Cup in 2022.
The “national vision” foresees the development of the country through 
four interconnected pillars:



Infrastructure

Maritime
Launched in 2011, the Hamad port extends over almost 30 km², south 
of Doha, and includes a deep-water commercial port (currently 
equipped with a container terminal with a capacity of 2 MTEU, an other 
terminal freight and a mixed terminal), a naval base and a free zone 
mainly dedicated to the construction and maintenance of ships.

Airport
Hamad International Airport in Doha (HIA): ranked 5th  in the skytrax 

ranking in 2018 with passenger traffic (37.3 M in 2016, +20.5% 
compared to 2015) and freight volumes (1.8 Mt in 2016, +20.8% 
compared to 2015) - The quality of infrastructure and services has also 
contributed in the success of  HIA. Qatar Airways is one of the newest 
international airlines to serve six continents, with more than 150 
destinations.

Telecom
Qatar has one of the largest telecommunications companies in the 
world ( Oredoo ) with a customer base of 100 M customers. In terms of 
smart city, Doha, the capital of Qatar, stands out as one of the most 
advanced cities in the world in terms of urban planning and 
technological development. The capital is a pioneer in the integration of 
ICT, with the astonishing real estate project of Msheireb Downtown.

Promising Sectors

Railway
Crossed by the future Gulf Railway project.
The Doha Metro is one of the fastest and most automated metros in 
the world, with speeds reaching 100 km/h.

01 Real Estate : PPPs are relevant means to access opportunities in 
renewable energy and waste disposal - 45 MM USD smart 
infrastructure for Lusail City. 

02 Industry: World's 1st exporter of liquefied natural gas, 2nd  producer 
of fertilizers in the GCC and 3rd  in aluminum exports – more than 
380 New industrial installations.

03 Financial services: one of the main financial centers in the Middle 
East with the 5th largest Islamic financial assets in the world and a 
robust financial system - 14.6 MM USD. 

04 Professional Services: Rapid expansion of other industries and 
fields that use legal, consulting, accounting, advertising, and IT 
services…

05 Technology: 1st  commercial 5G network in the world and two high 
tech communication satellites - USD 2.6 MM Contribution of the 
sector to GDP in 2020.

06 Health and Life Sciences: Advanced hospitals and health research 
facilities with one of the best health systems ranked 4th in the world - 
5.8 MM USD value of current projects.

07 Tourism: an ideal emerging tourism brand for investment; Visa-free 
entry for citizens of over 95 countries - USD 15.6 MM - international 
tourism receipts in 2019

08
Media: Emerging global media and journalism house, with many 
ongoing opportunities and initiatives for international media 
companies, media research and training institutes 



International trade

Main customers of Qatar in 2023 Main suppliers of Qatar in 2023



Top 10 Suppliers, OIC Members in 2023

Intra-OIC Trade

Top 10 Customers, OIC Members in 2023

• Brunei Darussalam

• Türkiye

• Malaysia

• Saudi Arabia

• Oman
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• Indonesia

• Kuwait

• Bangladesh

• Pakistan

• United Arab Emirates
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• United Arab Emirates
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• Iran, Islamic Republic of

• Jordan

• Iran, Islamic Republic of

• Pakistan

• Malaysia
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Qatar's export potential by country of destination

Source: International Trade Center

Within the OIC region, the 
markets with the highest 
export potential are located in 
South East Asia and the 
Middle East.



Qatar's Export Potential by Product

Source: International Trade Center

The products with the greatest 
export potential are Plastics and 
Rubber, Chemicals, Fertilizers, 
Metals and Jewelery and 
Precious Stones. 



Customs Duties and Taxes
Average rate: 5.1%
Average rate agricultural products: 8.0%
Average rate of non-agricultural products: 4.6%

Trade agreements
Member of the WTO
Member of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
EFTA - Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) – Singapore
Pan Arab Free Trade Area (PAFTA)

Market Access Investing in Qatar

Fairs and Exhibitions
For more information, visit the website:
https://www.eventseye.com/fairs/c0_salons_qatar.html 

Why Qatar
Stable and resilient economy, (AA- by S&P and Fitch, Aa3 by 
Moody's), stable GDP growth, continuous flow of trade and 
capital due to soft and hard infrastructure, favorable tax 
regime, logistics park allowing industrial integration and 
economies of scale, as well as a mature and solid financial 
sector

Special Economic Zones
The QFZ develops and regulates free zones in Qatar with 
global reach: Ras Bufontas – airport free zone of 4 km² and 
Umm Alhoul – port free zone of 32 km²

Implemented Measures
- Electronic and integrated single window
- Land Allocation in the form of lease or usufruct;
- Exemptions from income tax (see Income Tax Law) - 
Exemptions from customs duties on imports of machinery, 
equipment and raw materials or semi-finished products 
necessary for production;
- Ability to immediately transfer any amount related to the 
investment to and from a foreign destination;
- Transfer of ownership.
- Within free zones: exemption from corporation tax for 20 
years; No income tax; No import duties

Public markets
Tenders are published on the Hukoomi public 
procurement portal : https://hukoomi.gov.qa 

Non-Tariff Measures
Projects financed by the Qatar Industrial Development 
Bank (Qatar Industrial Development Bank or QIDB) may 
be granted customs duty exemption for the import of 
machinery, raw materials and other
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Contacts

Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Tel: +974 6611 1400
Website: www.moci.gov.qa
E-mail: info@moci.gov.qa

http://www.moci.gov.qa/
https://www.moci.gov.qa/en/
https://www.moci.gov.qa/en/
https://www.moci.gov.qa/en/
mailto:%20info@moci.gov.qa
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