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The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT)

Headquarted in Casablanca (Morocco), ICDT is the Subsidiary Organ
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) which has been en-
trusted by the COMCEC with the organization and follow-up of the
trade fair of OIC Member States with a view to developing and promo-
ting trade and investment among the 57 OIC Member Countries.

ICDT was created by the third Islamic Summit Conference held in Makkah

Al Moukarramah in Rabi Al Awal 1401 January 1981 with the objectives:

. To encourage regular trade exchanges among Member States;

. To Promote investments likely to develop trade flows ;

. To contribute to the promotion of Member States’ products and encourage access to foreign market;
. To promote trade information ;

. To assist Member States in the fields of Trade Promotion and International negotiations ;

. To extend assistance to enterprises and economic operators.

The action of I.C.D.T is focusing on six main axes:

Trade Promotion

e To promote contacts between Member States’ Businessmen;

e To ensure the promotion of Member States’ production by regularly holding the Islamic Trade Fair and
specialized showrooms;

¢ To assist Member States with creating and organizing Export Promotion Centres ;

¢ To extend consultancy and expert services to Member States in the field of trade promotion.

Trade Information

¢ To collect and disseminate trade information;

¢ To Develop Trade data bases and facilitate their remote access ;

¢ To Assist Member states with setting up and organising documentation and information centres and
Trade Information Networks.

Investment Promotion

¢ To encourage intra-O.l.C investments;

¢ To promote foreign investments in the O.1.C Member States;

¢ To encourage partnership between Member States’ economic operators ;

¢ To provide consultancy and expert services to Member States in the area of investments promotion and
in particular export oriented investments.

Studies and Research

¢ To publish an annual report on Inter-Islamic Trade;

¢ To undertake sectorial product and market studies;

¢ To examine the ways and means likely to alleviate obstacles to trade among Member States.

Training
¢ To organize seminars and training sessions;
¢ To help Member States establish expert groups in the various fields of trade development.

International Negotiations
e Assist Member States in trade negotiations;
¢ To extend assistance to enterprises with a view to facilitating their adaptation to economic globalization.




EDITORIAL

In recent years the concept of trade has
changed. Worldwide flows of goods and
services vastly increased in the past decades
and enabled an ever-larger number of coun-
tries to participate in trade. This is due to a si-
gnificant decrease of trade costs that has ta-
ken place over the last several decades. Not
only have tariffs and quotas gone down, but
other trade costs, such as transportation and
information and communication technology,
have also been reduced massively, allowing
many countries to join global value chains
(GVCs).

With the rise of GVCs in recent years, va-
rious so-called ‘new’ policy measures, going
beyond traditional trade policy, have become
important factors of trade. Examples include
investment barriers, labour market inefficien-
cies, or obstacles to innovation. All these bar-
riers are key to production and trade within
GVCs.

Integration of countries into global shipping
networks reflects their abilities to participate in
global maritime trade, as well as GVCs, since
the bulk of global trade takes place through
oceans and seas in maritime transport. The
degree of integration is determined by several
factors, including the quality of coastal and
trade-related infrastructure of individual coun-
tries. Given that such infrastructure quality
varies significantly among countries, the de-
gree of integration is certain to vary as much
among a heterogeneous group of countries.

Efficient ports with large capacities are essen-
tial determinants with regard to countries and
their producers being able to integrate deeper
in GVCs. This assumes great significance in

the context of upcoming ambitious regional
connectivity projects like the China-led BRI.
Cross-continental infrastructure  connecti-
vity projects like the BRI and the Asia—Africa
Growth Corridor, proposed by Japan and In-
dia, aim to link the Pacific countries to Eu-
rope and Africa through Asia. This makes
Commonwealth Asian member countries like
Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Pakistan, Sin-
gapore and Sri Lanka, and Commonwealth
African countries like Ghana, Mauritius and
South Africa — located on the busy shipping
routes of Asia—North America, Asia—Europe,
Asia—Middle East and Asia—South Asia servi-
ced by the largest number of merchant ship-
ping lines — key hubs in the upcoming mariti-
me geographies encompassing Asia, Europe
and Africa.

The ability to effectively exploit new mari-
time infrastructure and expand participation
in GVCs depends critically on the quality of
logistics. These include multiple functions for
trading across borders, including both ‘on-
the-border’ and ‘beyond-the-border’ factors
that significantly influence the competitive-
ness of producers. The former include the
operational efficiencies of national ports and
the speed with which customs clearances are
provided to inbound and outbound cargo.

Digital connectivity through the internet is
powered by fibre-optic undersea cables.
Although the level of digitisation across the
world is continuously improving, the digital di-
vide between countries at different stages of
digital transformation is widening, which has
improved landlocked countries’ capacity to
provide broadband connectivity and access
to low-cost international connectivity.
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OIC ACTIVITIES AT A GLANCE

RABAT HOSTED THE 8™ ISLAMIC CONFERENCE
OF ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS

Held under the High Patronage of His Majesty The
King Mohammed VI, at the Headquarters of the
Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (ISESCO) in Rabat, Kingdom of Morocco,
on 2-3 October 2019, the 8" Islamic Conference
of Environment Ministers was convened under
the theme «Role of cultural and religious factors in
the protection of the environment and sustainable
development». The Conference brought together
Member Countries’ Environment Ministers, along
with representatives of several regional and inter-
national Organizations.

On this occasion, H.E Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed Al-
Othaimeen, the OIC Secretary General, undersco-
red the importance that the OIC attaches to issues
pertaining to environmental protection and energy

security, given the peculiar challenges facing OIC
Countries, due to population growth, resources
depletion, environmental degradation and climate
change. His Excellency also reiterated the OIC’s
commitment to continue working with the Mem-
ber States to identify and mobilize expertise and
practical mechanisms, which are consistent with
the political, economic and cultural objectives of
Member Countries.

Chaired by the OIC and ISESCO, the 8" Ministerial
Session approved a number of proposals for in-
creasing intra-OIC collaboration that include adop-
tion of strategies to actively involve all stakeholders
including scholars and most importantly the youth
in the protection of the environment and achieve-
ment of sustainable development.

During the conference, the winners of the second
edition of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Award for
Environmental Management in the Islamic World
(KSAAEM) were given prizes. The gathering appre-
ciated the efforts of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
for institutionalizing the award to acknowledge and
encourage professionals who are working in the
OIC Countries to improve environmental sustaina-
bility.

REVIEW OF THE OIC STRATEGY FOR
EMPOWERING MARRIAGE AND FAMILY INSTITUTION

A meeting of the Open-ended Group of Inter-
Governmental Experts to review the draft OIC
Strategy for Empowering Marriage and Family
Institution took place at the OIC Headquarters
in Jeddah on October 1%, 2019, to discuss the
draft OIC Strategy for Empowering Marriage and
Family Institution submitted by the OIC General
Secretariat, the Islamic Educational, Cultural and

Scientific Organization (ISESCO), the Center for
Statistical, Economic and Social Research and
Training for Islamic Countries (SESRIC) and the
International Islamic University Malaysia. That
is in implementation of the resolution of the First
Session of the Ministerial Conference on Marriage
and Family Institution and Preservation of its Va-
lues in the OIC Member States, which stipulated
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that the OIC Strategy for Empowering Marriage
and Family Institution and the preservation of its
Values in the Muslim World sould be developed.

In his speech delivered by Amb. Samir Bakr, the
Assistant Secretary General for Palestine and
Al-Quds, His Excellency Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed
Al-Othaimeen indicated that the meeting would
discuss and enrich the OIC draft Strategy for Em-
powering Marriage and Family Institution before
its submission to the Senior Officials’ Meeting of
the Ministerial Conference of Social Development
scheduled to be held in the Republic of Turkey in
November for review and then adoption by the
Ministerial Conference. His Excellency also poin-
ted out the challenges facing up the marriage and
family institution in many OIC Member States,
especially, the high divorce rate, unemployment
and poverty, domestic violence, displacement
due to wars and unrest, the destabilization of
the family concept and foundations and the im-
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pact of the media and globalization.

THEIR EXCELLENCIES DR. AL-OTHAIMEEN AND GUTERRES
HOLD TALKS AND STRESS KEENNESS TO BOOST COOPERATION

His Excellency the Secretary General of the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Dr. Yousef bin Ahmed Al-
Othaimeen, met His Excellency Antonio Guterres, Secre-
tary General of the United Nations, on 27 September 2019

at the New York-based UN headquarters.

In their talks, both parties spoke highly of the OIC-UN rela-
tions, stressing keenness to boost cooperation in various
fields and to strengthen consultation mechanisms on all

issues of shared interest.

During talks, focus was also made on the principles and values that have always been foundational to
both organizations, chiefly the peace and security of the world, tolerance, anti-hate, anti-extremism and

counter-terrorism efforts.
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COVER STORY

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS ENHANCING INTRA-0IC TRADE

While transportation focuses on the movement
of goods from one place to the other, the logis-
tics industry implies a broader spectrum and refers
to the whole flow management. This includes not
only the transportation and delivery of goods, but
also the storage, handling, inventory, packaging
and various other aspects.

International logistics services contribute to enhan-
cing the competitiveness of both the production
processes and exports delivery. Improved trans-
port and logistics services can initiate a virtuous
cycle, leading to increased trade, which, in turn,
encourages investment in better transport and
other logistics services.

From an economic perspective, the transport cor-
ridors’ function is to promote internal and exter-
nal trade by providing more efficient and effective
transport and logistics services. As such they can
be split into three categories: foreign trade corri-
dors, which are used for imports and exports, do-
mestic trade corridors, that are used to distribute
goods within the country, or transit trade corri-
dors, which are used to transport cargo of other
countries. Because of their economic importance,
which goes far beyond the mere impact of trans-
port infrastructure, the development of transport
corridors has been high in the priority of nations,
with various development strategies ranging from
working on interconnections and interoperability to
increasing route capacity or market access.

Regarding the transport corridor initiatives in OIC
Member States, it can be considered that the OIC
Countries are well-endowed with potential econo-
mic resources, especially in the fields of agricul-
ture, land, energy and mining, and human resour-
ces, and they form a large strategic trade region
that can be subdivided into three regional groups:
Sub-Saharan African countries, Asian countries
and MENA countries.

The development of transport corridors has nu-
merous objectives, but the chief objective is to
promote economic growth through the improve-
ment of trade competitiveness. The analysis of
existing trade patterns (exports, imports, and tran-
sit) among the OIC Member States and between
the OIC Member States and the rest of the world
is therefore a prerequisite to identify and prioritize
Transport Corridor initiatives.

Intra-OIC trade has been growing at a fast pace
in recent years and represents about 15% of total
trade of the OIC region. Some countries such as
Malaysia, Indonesia or Turkey, have higher impor-
tance in this intra-OIC trade flows and are the main
exporters in the region. Some countries such as
Somalia or Syria have, in turn, a very high share of
intra-OIC trade due to specific economic context.
To the contrary some countries have a low level of
trade with OIC Member Countries, and the MENA
region as a whole, e.i. exports less than 10% of
its products to OIC Countries. The OIC’s objective
of reaching 20% of the total trade in 2020 seems
achievable given the significant growth in OIC in-
tra-trade since 2005. Trade analysis offers great
tools to understand and map trade flows and deri-
ve trade potential in the perspective of developing
priority transport corridors.

The OIC Countries that today hold a predominant
position in international and intra-OIC trade are
those that are provided with developed, adapted
infrastructure and trade logistics that encompass
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COVER STORY

all the operations related to road, maritime or flu-
vial, railway, and even air transport—called exter-
nal logistics (supply and distribution)—as well as
internal logistics in the production areas (stock ma-
nagement, production planning, order processing,
packaging, handling). Certain countries (Malaysia,
Indonesia, Turkey, and some GCC countries) have
also developed reverse logistics linked to all the
operations that manage returns. In fact, logistics
are at present experiencing a noticeable evolution
in a large number of the OIC Countries, with the
building of equipped logistics platforms (like Jbel
Ali in the UAE and Tangiers Med in Morocco, in
Djibouti or in certain free trade areas or ports of
the OIC). This is simply a necessity when it comes
to facing the complexity of globalization and the
new requirements of the market. Based on this,
member states should invest more in improving
their logistics chain to guarantee the competitive-
ness of their products, while respecting the custo-
mers' requirements (good quality products, supply
deadline, price-quality ratio, etc.). The many obs-
tacles to trade along identified transport corridors
call for a comprehensive analysis of possible ini-
tiatives to facilitate the movement of cross-border
trade. Trade and transport facilitation agreements
are reviewed as a primary means to solve the non-
physical barriers and the high transportation costs
across OIC Member Countries. Many regional
trade facilitation agreements have been adopted
in OIC regions and some offer significant opportu-
nities for improvement of trade between member
countries and with the rest of the world.

As regards the adopted objective of promoting
intra-OIC trade, it can be seen that significant
progress has been achieved in the last decade in
the OIC region. The majority of the OIC Member
States have also now taken measures to libera-
lize their foreign trade and have concluded seve-
ral agreements. MENA economies, for instance,
have concluded over 50 bilateral, regional, and
inter-regional agreements. The most prominent
agreements include the Agadir Agreement, signed
by Tunisia, Morocco, Egypt, and Jordan, or, on
a larger scale, the Greater Arab Free Trade Area
(GAFTA), signed by all 18 MENA economies, set

up to achieve eventually a free trade zone, or the
Golf Cooperation Council. Africa is part of a world
trading system subject to elaborate WTO rules but
also home to some 30 RTAs, many of which are
part of more extensive regional integration sche-
mes. On average, each African country belongs
to four RTAs (OECD). Good examples of active
economic and monetary unions on the continent
include the West African Economic and Monetary
Union (WAEMU) or the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS). In Asia, the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), which
includes three OIC Member States (Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, and Brunei Darussalam), is in place since
1992 and has implemented significant actions to
facilitate trade in commodity and services most
notably, and to facilitate investment across the re-
gion. There is also an OIC-wide protocol on prefe-
rential tariffs, the Draft Protocol on the Preferential
Tariff Scheme for the TPS/OIC (PRETAS), which is
an additional protocol to the TPS/OIC Agreement.
This Protocol, which entered into force in February
2010, covers industrial and agricultural products
alike. The base rate of the tariffs to be used for
reduction shall be the most-favored-nation (MFN)
rates and the Rules of Origin of eligible products
for preferential treatment which are annexed to the
framework of the TPS/OIC agreement.

The Adoption and implementation of international
conventions which rule the transport of goods is
also important within the view of facilitating move-
ments of goods across OIC Countries. These in-
clude, for instance, conventions on railway traffic,
inland water transport, air transport, transit trade,
International Road Transit (TIR) or various customs
conventions such as the Revised Kyoto Conven-
tion on the harmonization of Customs Procedu-
res.

Source:

«A Study of International Transport Corridors
in OIC Member Countries»

WWW.COMCEC.0rg
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

THE 9™ MUSLIM WORLD BIZ EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE

The OIC International Business Centre Malaysia
organized in collaboration with the Islamic Centre
for Development of Trade the 9" Muslim World Biz
in Kuala Lumpur, on 4-6 September 2019, under
the theme “Spearheading Sustainable Economic
Growth”.

Both Mr. Mohamad Taleb Bin Dr. Abdullah Raja,
CEO of the OIC International Business Centre Ma-
laysia and Mr. Mamoudou Bocar SALL, who led
ICDT’s team, inaugurated many forums and offi-
cial launchings of this 9" edition.

More than 300 entrepreneurs, 30 countries, 800
delegates, 50 speakers attended this event cou-
pled with more than 300 participants with 300
booths of each panel discussion and 10.000 vi-
sitors.

The following OIC and non OIC Countries atten-
ded this event’s Fora and Expo: Indonesia, Iran,
Jordan, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Brunei,
Senegal, Qatar, UAE, Turkey, Pakistan, and Ma-
laysia, along with Singapore, Mauritius, Ghana,
China, Korea, Vietnam, Thailand and Japan.

Different activities and fora were organized on this
occasion, namely: the OIC Arab-Asia Trade & Eco-
nomic Forum (4 September): A Round Table Talk,
The Jewels of Muslim World (4-5 September); The
International Trade Exhibition (4-6 September):
The International Trade Business Matching (4-6
September); The Muslim World Women’s Summit
(5-6 September): The Jewels of The Muslim World
Award 2019 (5 September); and The Muslim World
Rania Award 2019 (6 September).

On September 4, 2019, the OIC Asia-Arab Trade
and Economic Forum 2019 organized by ICDT
and OIC International Business Center was inau-
gurated by H.E Mr. Datuk Wira Dr. Mohd Hatta Bin
Md RAMLI, the Deputy Minister of Entrepreneur

Development Malaysia, Mr Mohamad Taleb Bin
Dr. Abdullah RAJA, Chairman of the Muslim World
BlZ and CEO of OIC International Business Centre
Malaysia. On the opening session, ICDT’s Repre-
sentative delivered a speech relating to boosting
trade and investment between OIC Arab and Asian
regions. ICDT also presented different papers in-
troducing trade and investment opportunities and
barriers between Asian and Arab Countries, as
well as a paper entitled: ‘Future Impact of Brexit
on OIC Economies and Trade and Prospects of
achievements of OIC 2025 Plan of Action and
SDGs goals’.

On this occasion, Jewels of Muslim Word Award
2019 were discerned to some Muslim distin-
guished personnalities.

ICDT held a booth on the occasion of the 9" edi-
tion of the Muslim World BIZZ 2019, which recei-
ved several visitors to whom ICDT’s activities and
services were presented.

ICDT also took part in the round table talks and the
Muslim World Women’s Summit 2019 which were
held on 6" September 2019. Muslim World Ra-
nia Award 2019 was delivered to Women leaders
in Muslim World from Malaysia, Emirates, Qatar,
Kuwait, Iran, Azerbaijan and India.
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FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

THE 7™ OIC HALAL EXPO
ISTANBUL, TURKEY - NOVEMBER 28™ - DECEMBER 157, 2019

Halal Expo is an annual event organized in coope-
ration with the Islamic Centre for Development of
Trade (ICDT), the Standards and Metrology Insti-
tute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC), with the support
of Ministry of Trade of Republic of Turkey and other
related ministries and public institutions of the Re-
public of Turkey.

Being the largest exhibition in the halal sector or-
ganized in association with the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), the 7" edition of Halal
Expo, held under the auspices of the Presidency
of the Republic of Turkey, opened its doors to exhi-
bitors and visitors from all over the globe from No-
vember 28" to December 1%, 2019 at Eurasia
Show and Art Center, the newest exhibition area
of Istanbul. The Expo offered an outstanding ex-
hibition area and a distinctive platform for a broad
range of workshops, meetings and events as well
as a new B2B Hosted Buyer Program with the par-
ticipation of professional delegates among other
activities related to the definition of halal.

To be mentioned that the 6" OIC Halal Expo,

which was held from November 29 to December
2, 2018, and which covered the area of 14,000
m?, hosted 316 national and international exhibi-
tors from 35 countries and more than 40,000 vi-

Winder the mihives pf the
PRESIDENCY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
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Halal For All Generations:
"Importance of Family and Youth"

7" OIC HALAL EXPO
&
5" WORLD HALAL SUMMIT

28 November — 01 December 2019
Eurasfa Show and Art Center, Yenikapi / Istanbul / TURKEY

sitors with the share of foreigners amounting to
4000 attendees. Further, the 6" OIC Halal Expo
successfully incorporated a series of B2B meetings
engaging more than 200 buyers from 25 countries
into this exceptional trade business event.

THE EXCEPTIONAL EDITION OF THE TOURISM, HANDICRAFTS AND INTERIOR
DECORATION EXHIBITION OF THE 0IC MEMBER STATES
STATE OF KUWAIT, 18-23 DECEMBER 2019

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry of the
State of Kuwait and the Islamic Centre for Deve-
lopment of Trade (ICDT) will organize in collabora-
tion with «Kuwait International Fair Company» an
“Exceptional Edition of the Tourism, Handicrafts
and Interior Decoration Exhibition of the OIC Mem-
ber States”, from 18 to 23 December 2019 at the
«Kuwait International Fairground (KIF)».

The objective of this exhibition is to strengthen
cooperation among OIC Member States in the
field of Tourism, Handicraft and Decoration and
to promote Member States’ historical monuments
and tourist sites and encourage investment in this
sector. The event will also welcome stakeholders
in the Tourism and Handicraft sector in OIC Mem-
ber States, seeking business opportunities.
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THE 37™ SESSION OF ICDT’S BOARD OF DIRECRORS

The Islamic Centre for Trade Development (ICDT)
held the 37" Ordinary Session of its Board of Di-
rectors on 16-17 October 2019 at the Sheraton
Casablanca Hotel.

The Board of Directors of the Islamic Centre for
Development of Trade (ICDT) is composed of the
following OIC Member Countries: Kingdom of Mo-
rocco, Afghanistan, Cote d’Ivoire, Gabon, Kuwait,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Tunisia and Turkey, which were
elected at ICDT’s 28™ General Assembly held in
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on 15 January
2019.

The session focused on the review of the Cen-
tre’s Activity Report, the endorsement of the 2018
closing accounts, the adoption of the 2021 work
programme and budget and the MOUs to be esta-
blished between ICDT and new partners.

ICDT TAKING PART IN THE OIC’S INSTITUTIONS’
COORDINATION MEETINGS PREPARING FOR THE 0IC’S
PARTICIPATION IN EXPO 2020 DUBAI

The 4™ coordinatrion meeting held in Istanbul, Re-
public of Turkey - 9-10 September 2019

Wihin the framework of the preparations of the
participation of the OIC in Expo 2020 Dubai,
scheduled to be held from 20" October 2020 to
10" April 2021, ICDT and IRCICA organized at
IRCICA's Headquarters in Istanbul, Republic of
Turkey, on 9-10 September 2019, the 4" Coordi-
nation Meeting of the OIC’s participation in Expo
2020 Dubai.

The objective of the meeting was to take stock of
the progress of the OIC’s participation in different
fields such as the design, content and curation
document of the OIC Pavilion, the activities plan-
ned by the OIC Institutions on the sidelines, as
well as the logistical aspects.

On this occasion, stress was made on the im-
portance of the participation of the OIC in Expo
2020 Dubai as an opportunity to showcase the
main achievements of the OIC and its institutions
in promoting the true image of Islam and of the

Islamic economy and civilization and its contribu-
tion to the advancement of global culture.

ICDT'’s Representative presented the final concept
design of the OIC pavilion and the OIC pavilion
Curation Document: the existing content and
remaining OIC institutions’ sidelines events, as
well as a brief introduction of the OIC institutions’
planned activities. He also performed a tutorial on
the use of the dedicated online Expo 2020 Dubai
platform designed by ICDT, and invited the OIC
focal Points to use it for uploading their inputs
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regarding the content of the OIC’s pavilion and
for raising online technical questions on the par-
ticipation in Expo 2020 Dubai. After having ex-
changed their views on the content of the OIC’s
Pavilion, participants presented their side events
to be held during this exhibition.

The 5" coordinatrion meeting held in Dubai, UAE
- 11 September 2019

The OIC delegation chaired by Dr. EL Hassane
HZAINE, ICDT’s Director General, attended this
meeting hosted by Expo 2020 Dubai, on 11 Sep-
tember 2019, to provide critical updates on the
41 OIC Coordination meeting and to initiate dis-
cussions on various operational keys of the exhi-
bition.

The follow-up meeting was dedicated to the parti-
cipation of the OIC’s Institutions in Expo 2020 Du-
bai through the pavilion and the sideline events,
followed by series of operational level presenta-
tions performed by high level officers on topics re-
lating to the exhibition.

While Dr. El Hassane HZAINE shed light on the
main outcomes of the 4" coordination meeting
held in Istanbul on 9-10 September 2019 and on
the major achievements realized by ICDT, being the
OIC’s Focal Point Coordinator of the organization
of the exhibition, Mr. Ragy, Metwally and Bashir,
along with the representatives of Communication
Dept. of the Expo 2020 Dubai and Dubai Exhibi-
tion Center briefed participants about the OIC’s
pavilion curation document, the 1t floor concept
design, Dubai Exhibition Centre offers and par-
tnership with the Communication Dept. to widen
the visibility of OIC’s participation in this Expo.

ICDT PARTICIPATING IN THE 10™ AMAN UNION GENERAL
ASSEMBLY HELD IN MUSCAT

The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade
(ICDT participated in the 10" General Assembly
of Aman Union organized in Muscat, Sultanate of
Oman, on 30" September-2" October 2019, by
Credit Oman, in collaboration with Aman Union
and ICIEC.

More than 50 OIC Members’ Credit Insurers and
Reinsurers along with Dhaman Member Countries
as well as International Organizations attended this
gathering and discussed the latest trends and de-
velopments in such a sector.

On this occasion, Aman Union members and
distinguished guests from the sector gathered to
exchange and share ideas about the insurance
sector and also to identify the challenges and op-
portunities in the areas of common interest.

This year’s gathering marked the special 10" an-
niversary of the Union that was founded in 2009,
on the occasion of which, speakers shed light on
the Union’s accomplishments and the progress it
has made since its inception. While its members
totalled 43, the business volume in term of credit
and investment insurance has grown substantially
and reached USD 38 billion dollars as of 2018.
Speakers also stressed the importance of the es-
tablishment of the database center in 2013 and
the launching of the distance learning program.

Different presentations were made focusing on the
region’s trade outlook, the Aman Union Database
Center’s Reinsurance and Developments, among
which, ICDT’s presentation, which tackled the OIC
Trade Outlook, underlining the recent international
and intra-OIC Trade trends.
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AGENDA OF ICDT’S UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

2019

ICDT’S UPCOMING SEMINARS, CONFERENCES & FORUMS

DATE

VENUE

12 December 2019 Rabat Seminar on the Review of the OIC Economic and Com-
mercial Action and the celebration of the 50" Anniver-
sary of the inception of the OIC

December 2019 Casablanca Training workshop on the restitution of the study on
logistic hubs

December 2019 Casablanca Seminar on the restitution of the study on logistic

platforms in North Africa

2019 - Business Forum Africa-Asia

2019 Casablanca WIEF Online Marketing

2019 Morocco/Cote Meeting and exhibition buyers/sellers on leather

d’lvoire

15 January 2020 Rabat 18" meeting of Economic Counsellors of the OIC’s
Embassies accredited to Rabat

12-13 February 2020 Casablanca Training workshop on Negotiations on Trade and
Services

27-28 February 2020 Istanbul Training workshop on the regional integrality and

the Framework Agreement of the Trade Preferential
System among the English Speaking Member States
of the OIC

ICDT’S UPCOMING FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

28 November- 15t December Istanbul 7" Exhibition of Halal Products of the OIC Member

2019 States

18-23 December 2019 Kuwait Exceptional edition on Tourism, Handcraft and Decora-
tion of the OIC Member States

November 2020 Dhaka OIC Maritime Expo

UPCOMING REGIONAL & INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

25 November - 2 December Jeddah Celebration of the 50" anniversary of the OIC’s Incep-

2019 tion

2-3 December 2019 Dakar Training Workshop on the OIC Plan of Action on
regional integration

7-9 December 2019 Istanbu Meeting of OIC Social Affairs Ministers

9-10 December 2019 Istanbul OIC’s Investment Forum

10-12 December 2019 Jeddah 49" session of the OIC’s Finance Permanent Commit-
tee

4-5 April 2020 Jeddah 45" session of the IsDB’s Annual Assembly of the Board

of Governors
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Under the Patronage of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President and Prime Minister of the UAE, and Ruler of Dubai
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; ANNUAL INVESTMENT MEETING

World’s Leading Investment Platform
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Irvestment M

INVESTING FOR THE FUTURE SHAPING GLOBAL INVESTMENT STRATEGIES
24 — 26 MARCH 2020, DUBAI UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

AIM sheds light on new areas of Foreign Direct Investment

It is the time for reform in Foreign Direct Investment! Global Economies are confidently opening up new
avenues of investment and accepting disruptive technologies for sustainable growth across the worlid.

What are the new sources of investments, emerging sectors, potential destinations, country-wise incentive
packages? All your queries will be addressed at the 10th Edition of Annual Investment Meeting (AIM), the
World’s Leading Investment Platform.

Interact with 16000+ visitors and 400+ exhibitors from over 150 countries around the globe, to gain the
competitive advantage no other platform in the region provides.

Features Conference Agenda Highlights
» FDl-focused Conference & Workshops » Investments: Investing in Industry 4.0

» Investment Round Tables » Cryptocurrencies and its Resurgence

» Regional Focus Sessions » Protectionism & Trade Wars: The Ripple effect
» Regional Business Forums » Women in Investment

» Investors’ Hub » Special Economic Zone and their Effectiveness
» Investment Destinations in Attractina FDI

Expo 2020 Dubai
20 October 2020 - 1 April 2021

The Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (0IC)
will participate in the

Expo 2020 Dubai
to be held in Dubai in the State
of the United Arab Emirates
under the theme:

“Connecting Minds, Creating the
Future”
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THE 4™ EDITION OF AFRICA ENCOUNTERS IN SKHIRAT

Held on 21-22 October 2019, in the Kingdom

of Morocco, at the Mohammed VI Interna-
tional Conference Centre in Skhirat, the En-
counters Africa event continued the success-
ful effort made over the past four years to fuel

this new dynamic between France, Europe and
Africa through concrete exchanges, synergies
and joint ventures of companies. Beyond the
speeches and vows, Africa Encounters provided
clear evidence of this need for «effective» busi-
ness contacts.

At the Inaugural Plenary Conference, themes
on industry, finance, construction-infrastructure,
logistics/customs transport, digital and health
were in the spotlight, in order to discuss good
practices and financial, legal, societal and Indus-
trial aspects.

Alongside experts from African markets, the
conference was an opportunity for leaders to
multiply strategic contacts and discover new bu-
siness opportunities. This B2B business meeting
to support Africa in the development of the most
promising sectors welcomed more than 4000 Afri-
can decision-makers and 600 French leaders.

THE ARAB INTERNATIONAL INVESTOR FORUM DISCERNS
«ARAB INVESTOR AWARDS>» TO THE WINNERS

The Arab International Investor Forum was held
on September 17, 2019, at UNESCO headquar-
ters in Paris, France, following the Dubai and Am-
man Conferences.

The Secretary General of the Arab International In-
vestor Forum stressed, on this occasion, that the
Forum was «a source of pride for us as we have
succeeded in gathering a distinguished and ambi-
tious elite of our Arab compatriots, who have set
a model of success and excellence and who have
excelled in taking responsibility in their communi-
ties. The mere meeting of this elite is an achieve-
ment and a success in itself» as «we do emphasize
the importance of intra-economic cooperation»,
as stated by the Secretary General, who added

that «Our Arab world is storing a lot of energies,
potentials and opportunities, so we would like this
conference to be a bridge between our Arab world
and the rest of the world, counting on their contri-
butions and ideas to enrich the outcomes of this
Forum».
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LIGHT ON EVENTS

The organization of this event was a recognition of
the value of the Arab Investor Forum as an interna-
tional platform, which allows all the members of the
Arab Investor Award to cross over the world and
realize sustainable development achievements.
Such achievements will serve the community by
bringing in high-tech knowledge and inviting ma-
jor investors and international companies to enter
the Arab markets, so as to participate in existing
projects and compete to acquire promising invest-
ment opportunities.

The Forum hosted the Arab Investor Award, which
focused on the outstanding performance of indi-
viduals and companies in the field of sustainable
investment, and which was based on six main ca-
tegories: creativity, investment impact, green ap-
plications, community responsibility, governance
and gender equality.

H.E. Businessman Saleh Kamel received the ‘arab

OIC Trade Map

investor price’ in honor of his development career
full of sustainable achievements at the Arab and
international levels. The jury also awarded Clin-
teck enterprise the ‘Creativity Award’ for its envi-
ronmentally friendly innovations.

The ‘Green Applications Award’ went to Intech
enterprise; while the International Development
Bank and the Everplast enterprise shared the
‘Governance Award’ for their efforts to strengthen
banking standards. The Allianz Group was awar-
ded the ‘Gender Equality Award’ for its efforts in
the field of women’s empowerment, as well as
Dubai Municipality which received the ‘Commu-
nity Responsibility Award’, as well as Dubai In-
vestment Park which was granted ‘the Impact of
Investment Award’.

The Forum also honored six creative Arab per-
sonalities with regard to the six themes of the fo-
rum.
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ARTICLES

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT: WHAT LINKS?
SOME IDEAS ASSOCIATING TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

|t is certain that the objectives of trade and deve-
lopment have historically been able to complement
and support each other. Historical examples from
both Antiquity and Modern Times illustrate this. Ne-
vertheless, development theories are also suffi-
ciently explicit to explain to us that trade policy alo-
ne cannot promote harmonious development. By
that, we mean equitable social and economic de-
velopment.

The two main objectives, of which we speak here,
intensifying trade and developing harmoniously
(at the level of a given society) and equitably (at
the level of relations between nations being at
various development stages) can sometimes be
contradictory. Increased participation in internatio-
nal trade may be accompanied by significant eco-
nomic growth, but may not automatically lead to
the eradication of social inequalities.

In order to be fully effective, the pursuit of interna-
tional trade openness must be accompanied by the
introduction of various complementary measures,
in particular a revision of the distributive function
of the State, for example by introducing social se-
curity programs and other fiscal and redistributive
measures. In such a perspective (increasing trade
and achieving development objectives), purely
economic policies (monetary, fiscal, employment,
investment, environment, etc.) and social policies
(education and training, health, social protection,
etc.) must go hand in hand and be mutually reinfor-
cing in order to achieve equitable and sustainable
development.

The need for economic and social policy coheren-
ce at the internal (national) level and a favorable
environment for external (international) trade is
obvious in many economic sectors.

THE CASE OF THE SERVICE SECTOR
The various service sectors are increasingly contri-
buting to strengthening economic growth and

could make it more equitable. Various examples
can be used for this illustration:

The transport, infrastructure and logistics sector: It
is imperative for developing countries to be better
connected to global markets for their international
competitiveness and for a more equitable domes-
tic redistribution of trade gains. However, domes-
tic transportation costs often create imbalances
between international and domestic consumer pri-
ces in developing countries.

Telecommunications services are a second exam-
ple. Competition in this sector encourages the
emergence of innovative solutions.

A third example comes from financial services. For
example, remittances by migrant workers are a
fundamental source of funding to fight poverty and
hunger in developing countries. It is therefore es-
sential that the financial services sector be compe-
titive. It is well known that in most least developed
countries, the formal channels of remittances that
exist are currently controlled by a small number of
agencies (UNCTAD 2012 Report). This translates
into very high transfer costs.

We know that trade in services is resilient to econo-
mic crises; it has positive effects on rising incomes
and job creation. As a result, it grew faster than
merchandise trade over the period 2001-2012 by
11% on average globally, 14% in developing coun-
tries and 10% in developed countries.

Trade in services contributes to economic growth
and could support sustainable development. To
do this, developing countries need to take into
account the different characteristics of the ser-
vice sectors. They must also establish regulatory
institutions, and establish appropriate policies to
achieve the desired objectives.

Dr. Nabil EDDAHAR
ICDT Conultant
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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY, FINANCE

& INVESTMENT NEWS

THE CLIMATE CHANCE SUMMIT AFRICA 2019

For a second time, the Climate Chance Summit-
Africa 2019, which took place in Accra in Ghana
from October 16-18, 2019, gathered 1000 non-
state actors fighting climate change on the African
continent, including local and regional governments,
businesses, trade unions, environmental NGO’s,
farmers, women and youth organizations, resear-
chers, etc.

The Summit highlighted the engagement of Ghana
and more broadly the African actors in fighting cli-
mate change. It made proposals that will reinforce
the African sectoral coalitions hosted and suppor-
ted by climate change and that will feed Africa’s car-
tography of actions. Besides, the Summit allowed
to work more thoroughly on the sectoral and ope-
rational roadmaps established in June 2018 in Abi-
djan and to reinforce the progress of their actions
across Africa, so as to deepen the analysis of suc-
cesses and difficulties, to promote the pooling of
experiences and innovations, to point out solutions
for a more significant scale and highlight the op-
portunities for new initiatives emerging from climate

CLIM
CHANCE
SUMMIT

%} o J Conference of Covenan! of Mayers in Sub S

action in the African continent. By promoting these
exchanges between stakeholders, this resolutely
action directed the Summit towards:

e Stimulating the operational mobilization of non-
state actors that should speed up the implemen-
tation of the commitments made by the States at
COP21;

e Strengthening the cooperation dynamics between
non-state actors who are still working in isolation;

e Establishing dialogue between non-state actors
who have an international influence on actors more
focused on their local issues in Africa, in order to
allow an adequate articulation between local issues
and global issues.

THE INNOVATION SUMMIT ASIA 2019

The Innovation Summit Asia 2019 was organized
by the Hong Kong Applied Science and Techno-
logy Research Institute on September 5", 2019,
building the intelligent company which gathered
innovators and entrepreneurs, policy-makers, bu-
siness leaders, scientists and futurists for frank
and forward-looking discussions about how to
build companies that harness the potential of Arti-
ficial Intelligence.

The Summit was an opportunity for participants to
debate the following: How Asia can provide data-
driven solutions to long-standing social and eco-
nomic challenges? How can businesses remain
competitive by using data more effectively? How
are governments responding? And what can be

done to ensure that data-driven societies remain
peaceful and inclusive? Does Asia have advanta-
ges over other regions?

The Summit focused on the world’s most valuable
resource, which is data. The latter is fuelling the
transition to high-tech societies. Data-driven ap-
proaches are already revolutionising health care,
education, energy and transport systems, and
changing the way people work and live. Yet, there
are risks. Given the magnitude of the change, go-
vernments should carefully consider the policy fra-
meworks that govern the use of data. And while
focus is made on the social and economic impact,
the move to a data-driven world also has geopoli-
tical repercussions.
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ICDT’S PARTICIPATION IN THE WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCES

ICDT’s ACTIVITIES REGARDING
THE WTO ISSUES

Within the framework of the
implementation of COMCEC
resolutions on WTO issues,
ICDT organized several semi-
nars for the benefit of the OIC
Member States, in partnership
with IDB Group, WTO, UNC-
TAD, ITC and WCO, in order
to increase OIC Member Sta-
tes’ awareness and to develop
their capacities in different in-
ternational trade fields regula-
ted by WTO agreements.

Training Workshop on Trade in
Services for 0IC Member States,
22-24 March 2017, Casablanca,
Kingdom of Morocco:

Within the framework of the
implementation of technical
assistance to OIC Member
States on WTO issues, the Is-
lamic Centre for Development
of Trade (ICDT), the Statistical,
Economic, Social Research
and Training Centre for Islamic

(PART IV)

Countries (SESRIC) and the
Department of Cooperation
and Resource Mobilization of
the Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) organized, in collabora-
tion with the Ministry in Charge
of Foreign Trade of the Kin-
gdom of Morocco a Training
Workshop on «Trade in Servi-
ces of OIC Member States»,
22-24 March 2017, Casablan-
ca, Kingdom of Morocco.

The objective of the workshop
is to build the capacity of OIC
Member States to negotiate in
the Trade in Services sector,
and to increase their capacity
to promote trade in services at
the OIC level, thereby stimu-
lating intra-OIC trade and as-
sisting OIC Member States in
achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals.

The following countries took
part in this seminar namely:
Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Azerbai-
jan, Benin, Cameroon, Cote
d’lvoire, Egypt, Gabon, Indo-
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Jordan, Kazakhstan,

nesia,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Mauritania,
Morocco, Niger, Oman, Pales-
tine, Senegal, Sudan, Togo,
Tunisia and Turkey.

Experts from the following re-
gional and international or-
ganizations also participated:
COMCEC Coordination Office,
ICDT, SESRIC, IDB, League of
Arab States (LAS), Internatio-
nal Trade Centre (ITC) and the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD).

Workshop on the Preparation of
the 11th WTO Ministerial Confe-
rence: An African Perspective,
17-19 July 2017, CGasablanca,
Kingdom of Morocco:

As part of their technical assis-
tance program on WTO issues
for Member States, the Depart-
ment of Resource Mobilization
and Cooperation of the Islamic
Development Bank (DRMC-
IDB) and the Islamic Centre for
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Development of Trade (ICDT)
organized, in collaboration
with the Secretariat of State in
charge of Foreign Trade of the
Kingdom of Morocco, a Semi-
nar on the Preparation of the
11th WTO Ministerial Confer-
ence: An African Consultation
dedicated to African States
Members of the OIC, from 17
to 19 July 2017 in Casablanca,
Kingdom of Morocco.

The following countries took
part in this seminar: Burkina
Faso, Cameroon, Cote d’lvoi-
re, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Morocco, Mauritania,
Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Chad, Togo, Tunisia
and Uganda.

The following institutions also
attended and directed the
seminar: FAO, UNCTAD, CUTS
International, IDB and ICDT.

Workshop on ICDT/IDB joint stu-
dy to increase 0IC Member Sta-
tes Coordination vis-a-vis WTO
issues, 0IC Mission in Geneva,
19-20 October 2018:

Referring to the Resolution N°
52 of the Thirty-Third Session
of the COMCEC held during
the period 20-23 November
2017 in Istanbul, Republic of
Turkey which has requested
ICDT and IsDB Group to submit
a working paper for the consi-
deration of the next COMCEC
meeting about Practical op-
tions to increase OIC Ministers

of Trade Coordination vis-a-vis
recent developments in the ne-
gotiations at the WTO and to
formulate positions on priority
issues for OIC Countries cur-
rently being proposed in the
WTO, ICDT and IDB in colla-
boration with OIC Permanent
Representative in Geneva, or-
ganized a Workshop on this
theme in Geneva, Switzerland
on 19-20 October 2018.

The objectives of this works-
hop are to review the draft
study and gather the obser-
vations and comments made
by Member States (MS) in one
hand and on the other hand
to elaborate practical recom-
mendations to better enhance
common coordination mecha-
nisms between Member States
in WTO matters.

The Workshop was attended
by the following representa-
tives of the OIC Permanent
Missions in Geneva: Niger, Al-
geria, Saudi Arabia, Morocco,
Sudan, Palestine, Pakistan,
Oman, Albania, Bangladesh,
Mali, Djibouti, Senegal, Gabon,
Turkey, Maldives, Brunei, Pa-
kistan, Jordan, Comoros, Ye-
men and Kazakhstan.

ICDT, the OIC Mission in Gene-
va and IsDB Group facilitated
this meeting.

After a fruitful debate, partici-
pants proposed the following
recommendations:

- to include all the observations
made by OIC MS Representa-
tives in the final version of the
study; in this regard, the MS
are invited to give their views
about the different options
mentioned in the Chapter Il of
this study;

- to extend the period of recei-
ving the observations from OIC
MS representative till 31st Oc-
tober 2018; the observations
received after this date will be
added as an annex to the stu-
dy and distributed during the
COMCEC Meeting in Istanbul
(26-29 November 2018);

- to add a new Option (4" Op-
tion) relating to the creation of
an informal Group at the Ge-
neva Level, like the WAEMU
Group;

In the case the “Option 1”7 is
adopted, the OIC Group shall
focus on the systemic issues
like the reform of WTO;

- to initiate a “Reverse Linkage
Program” on WTO matters for
the benefit of acceding coun-
tries;

- to initiate a special training

program for Geneva OIC based
Missions starting from 2019.

(To be continued)
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL SYSTEM AMONG THE MEMBER STATES
OF THE ORGANISATION OF ISLAMIC COOPERATION (PART IV)

Workshop on ICDT/IDB joint stu-
dy to increase 0IC Member Sta-
tes Coordination vis-a-vis WTO
issues, OIC Mission in Geneva,
19-20 October 2018.

Referring to the Resolution N°
52 of the Thirty-Third Session
of the COMCEC held during the
period 20-23 November 2017
in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey
which has requested ICDT and
IsDB Group to submit a wor-
king paper for the consideration
of the next COMCEC meeting
about Practical options to in-
crease OIC Ministers of Trade
Coordination vis-a-vis recent
developments in the negotia-
tions at the WTO and to formu-
late positions on priority issues
for OIC Countries currently
being proposed in the WTO,
ICDT and IDB in collaboration
with OIC Permanent Repre-
sentative in Geneva, organised
a Workshop on this theme in
Geneva, Switzerland on 19-20
October 2018 .

The objectives of this workshop
are to review the draft study and
gather the observations and
comments made by Member
States (MS) in one hand and on
the other hand to elaborate prac-
tical recommendations to better
enhance common coordination
mechanisms between Member
States in WTO matters.

The Workshop was attended by
the following representatives of
the OIC Permanent Missions in
Geneva: Niger, Algeria, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Sudan, Pales-
tine, Pakistan, Oman, Albania,
Bangladesh, Mali, Dijibouti, Se-
negal, Gabon, Turkey, Maldives,
Brunei, Pakistan, Jordan, Co-
moros, Yemen and Kazakhstan.

Training Workshop on «Trade
Preferential System among the
Member States of the Organisa-
tion (TPS/ 0IC) and Multilateral
Trading System «, Khartoum, Re-
public of Sudan, 17-18 December
2018

Within the framework of the im-
plementation of the 33 Session
of the COMCEC held in Istanbul,
Republic of Turkey on 23-26 No-
vember 2017 resolution relating
to TPS-OIC and other relevant
Resolutions of the Ministers of
Foreign Trade of the OIC Coun-
tries, particularly those relating
to the raising awareness of the
Framework Agreement on Trade
Preferential System among OIC
Member States (TPS/OIC) and
its protocols, the Islamic Centre
for Development of Trade, the
COMCEC Coordination Office
(CCO) and the Islamic Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industry and
Agriculture  (ICCIA) organized
in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Trade and Industry of the

Republic of Sudan, a training
Workshop on Trade Preferen-
tial System among the Member
States of the Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation (TPS — OIC)
and Multilateral Trading System
in Khartoum, Republic of Sudan
on 17-18 December 2018.

The workshop aimed at raising
the awareness of Sudan officials
and business stakeholders of the
TPS-0IC implementation and its
benefits. It also provided an in-
teractive discussion that helps
participants to address some of
the issues and challenges faced
by the Sudanese government
in completing the ratification
process of the TPS-OIC and its
protocols (PRETAS and Rules of
Origin (ROQ)).

More than 60 Participants from
Sudan Public and Private Sector
senior officials such as Ministry
of Industry and Trade, Ministry
of Finance and Economic Plan-
ning, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Ministry of Animal Re-
sources, Ministry of Minerals,
Ministry of Justice, Sudanese
Standards Organization, Cus-
toms Authority, Federation of
Chambers of Commerce, Sea
Port Corporation, Federation of
Chambers of Industry, National
Secretariat WTO in Sudan, Na-
tional Agency for Export Insu-
rance and Finance, Marine Ports
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

Authority, Customs Clearance
Agents Association and also
COMCEC Coordination Office,
ICCIA and ICDT attended this
workshop.

After the recitation of Verses
from the Holy Qura’n, state-
ments of the Representatives of
the Ministry of Trade and Indus-
try of Sudan, COMCEC Coor-
dination Office, ICCIA and the
Director General of ICDT were
presented. The Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Trade and In-
dustry made an opening speech
in which H.E. welcomed organi-
zers and underlined the impor-
tance of the TPS/OIC in promo-
ting intra-OIC trade and market
integration of the OIC Member
States and the role played by
COMCEGC, ICDT and ICCIA in
enhancing trade cooperation
among Member States.

The Representative of COM-
CEC Coordination Office read
out the statement of his Direc-
tor General who mentioned the
role played by its Institution to
better energize the cooperation
between OIC Member States
within a framework of COMCEC
Strategy, Working Groups and
Project Funding and notably in
raising awareness of TPS/OIC in
the field of trade facilitation and
encourage Sudan to be more
active in COMCEC activities.

He concluded that for the suc-
cessful implementation of the
System, some internal measu-
res are also required to be un-
dertaken by the Member Coun-
tries such as; printing TPS-0OIC

Certificate of Origin documents,
conveying specimen impres-
sions of stamps to the Trade Ne-
gotiating Committee Secretariat
and completing the necessary
internal legislative and adminis-
trative measures.

The Representative of ICCIA
read out the message of H.E The
President of ICCIA and thanked
ICDT for their initiative in orga-
nizing the workshop and Sudan
for hosting it. He highlighted
the role of ICCIA in promoting
the significance of TPS/OIC in
strengthening the commercial
cooperation and emphasized
the role of private sector in the
assisting expediting the opera-
tionalization of TPS/OIC as well
as contribution of all stakehol-
ders in realizing its objectives.

The Director General of ICDT
raised the importance of TPS/
OIC in facilitating intra-OIC Trade
and its impact on OIC Foreign
trade and encouraged Sudan
to speed up the ratification of
TPS/OIC and its protocols and
benefit from offers of the other
participating countries.

After delivering  statements,
ICDT, COMCEC, ICCls and Mi-
nistry of Trade and Industry of
Sudan made presentations on
the following topics:

- Presentation of the Ten-Year
Programme of Action (2016-
2025) of the Organization of Isla-
mic Cooperation for enhancing
intra-OIC trade;

- Presentation on the Trade
Cooperation and TPS-OIC in
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the COMCEC Strategy;

- Presentation on the Current
Status of the TPS-OIC: Basic
Features of the System and the
Way Forward;

- Presentation of the Framework
Agreement on the Trade Prefe-
rential System among the OIC
Member States (TPS/OIC);

- Provisions of the TPS/OIC;

- Structures and the negotia-
tions methods;

- Presentation of the outcomes
of the First Round of Trade Ne-
gotiations;

- Presentation on the Protocol
on the Preferential Tariff Scheme
For TPS-OIC (PRETAS);

- Presentation on the Protocol of
the Rules of Origin of the TPS/
OIC;

- Economic integration, Legal
impact of the TPS the WTO pro-
visions and RTAs /OIC;

- Impact of the TPS/OIC on Su-
dan Foreign Trade;

- Presentation of the procedures
of the accession of Sudan to the
TPS/OIC Agreement and WTO;
Membership procedures to TPS/
OIC and technical instruments;
Technical assistance of ICDT
and IDB in the operationaliza-
tion of the TPS/OIC Agreement
and WTO Issues.

All participants mentioned the
importance of the workshop
which allow them to understand
TPS/OIC and its protocols and
its role to enhancing intra-OIC
Trade with Sudan and its private
sector.

To be continued
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INTRA-OIC TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

LIST OF THE MEMBER STATES WHICH HAVE SIGNED AND/OR RATIFIED THE TRADE PREFERENTIAL AGREEMENTS AMONG
THE OIC MEMBER STATES AND ITS PROTOCGOLS (AS OF APRIL 2018)

Source: COMCEC, OIC GS, ICDT

Agreements

TPS/OIC

PRETAS

RUES OF ORIGIN

Countries

Signed

Ratified

Signed

Ratified

Signed

Ratified

DOCUMENTS
SUBMITTED OF LIST
OF CONCESSIONS

Bahrain

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Bangladesh

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Benin

*

*

*

Brunei Darussalam

Burkina Faso

Cameroon

Chad

Comoros

Cote d’lvoire

Djibouti

Egypt

Gabon

The Gambia

Guinea

Guinea Bissau

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Libya

Malaysia

Maldives

Mauritania

Morocco

Niger

Nigeria

Oman

Pakistan

Palestine

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Somalia

Sudan

Syria

Tunisia

Turkey

UAE

Uganda

TOTAL

42

32

33

18

32

17

14
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