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The Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (I.C.D.T), headquartered in 
Casablanca, Morocco, serves as a privileged instrument for promoting trade among the 
Member States of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

Its objectives include : 
• Encouraging the development of regular trade exchanges among Member States.
• Promoting investments aimed at trade development.
• Contributing to the promotion of productions from Member States and facilitating access to foreign markets.
• Promoting commercial information.
• Assisting Member States in the field of trade promotion and international trade negotiations.
• Assisting businesses and economic operators.

I.C.D.T’s actions revolve around six main areas :

TRADE PROMOTION 
• Encouraging contacts between businessmen from Member States.
• Promoting the products of Member States, including through regular Islamic Fairs and specialized exhibitions.
• Assisting Member States in establishing and organizing Export Promotion Centers.
• Providing advisory and expertise services to Member States in trade promotion matters.

TRADE INFORMATION
• Collecting and disseminating trade data.
• Developing remotely accessible trade databases.
• Assisting Member States in establishing Documentation Centers and Commercial Information networks.

INVESTMENT PROMOTION 
• Encouraging intra-OIC investments.
• Promoting foreign investments in OIC Member States.
• Encouraging partnerships among economic operators from Member States.
• Providing advisory and expertise services to Member States, particularly in export-oriented investment promotion.

STUDIES AND RESEARCH 
• Publishing an Annual Report on intra-Islamic trade.
• Conducting sectoral studies on products and markets.
• Studying ways and means to alleviate trade barriers among Member States.

TRAINING 
• Organizing seminars and training programs.
• Assisting Member States in creating a pool of experts in various fields of trade development.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS 
• Assisting Member States in trade negotiations.
• Preparing and organizing intra-OIC trade negotiations.
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The health sector today represents one of the major 
pillars of economic and social development world-
wide and in the OIC region, which brings together 
more than 1.9 billion inhabitants spread across seve-
ral continents. This sector constitutes both a signifi-
cant challenge for countries facing rapid demographic 
growth and recurrent health crises, and a sustainable 
economic lever for countries with strong investment 
potential. While some countries already have advanced 
medical infrastructure and technologies, others conti-
nue to face shortcomings in access to care, health 
financing, or medical personnel training. This diversity 
creates a highly promising space for cooperation and 
innovation, which, if properly leveraged, could lead to 

sustained economic growth, technological and health 
sovereignty, job creation, and a lasting improvement in 
populations’ living conditions.

Today, OIC countries are experiencing one of the most 
significant demographic dynamics in the world. Several 
member states have young, rapidly growing popula-
tions. This trend is driving increased needs for hospital 
infrastructure, primary care centers, medications, me-
dical equipment, health insurance, and telemedicine 
services. Furthermore, rapid urbanization is transfor-
ming lifestyles and increasing the prevalence of chro-
nic diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, and car-
diovascular disease. Given these various factors, along 

The Health Sector in OIC 
Countries: Navigating 
Demographic Challenge and 
Strategic Opportunity

4 No. 186 • April / June 2026



with lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the health sector is becoming a strategic market for 
OIC countries—one in which substantial investment 
is warranted to mitigate future crises, meet popula-
tion needs, and improve well-being. In this regard, it 
should be noted that in recent years, health budgets 
have progressively increased in several regions with a 
view to modernizing hospitals, digitalizing health ser-
vices, improving medical coverage, developing biome-
dical research, and strengthening local pharmaceutical 
capacities. Indeed, certain countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Türkiye, and Malay-
sia have, in recent years, invested massively in next-
generation medical infrastructure and smart health 
technologies. This development has paved the way for 
public-private partnerships and opened up private in-
vestment opportunities, particularly in medical tourism, 
the Halal pharmaceutical industry, digital health, and 
telemedicine. These various investments made across 
the OIC region have contributed to increased foreign 
currency revenues, skilled employment, and improved 
hospital standards. With regard to the Halal sector, 
these investments have led to the establishment of 
Halal certification and accreditation centers, national 
pharmaceutical laboratories and research centers, and 
local production chains. Regarding digital health and 
telemedicine, they have enabled the digitalization of 
medical records and mobile health applications, as well 
as the development of artificial intelligence and remote 
consultation platforms. All of these achievements have 
contributed to improved access to care, reduced de-
pendence on imports, and strengthened health security 
in the OIC region, while also fostering the proliferation 
of startups in several countries, notably in Indonesia, 
Egypt, Nigeria, and the United Arab Emirates.

Despite these commendable efforts, OIC countries still 
face numerous challenges in improving the well-being 
of their populations. Indeed, certain regions continue to 
suffer from a shortage of hospitals, a scarcity of doc-
tors, a lack of means to access healthcare, and limited 
access to essential medicines. Some countries also 
suffer from a shortfall in qualified human resources 
and remain dependent on imports of medicines, medi-
cal equipment, and vaccines. To address this, countries 
must adopt inclusive policies to ensure healthcare 
access for all, invest further in the sector to achieve 
full autonomy and independence, and pool their efforts 
in investment and skills development. This will help 
strengthen collective resilience in the face of future 
health crises. Another key action will focus on addres-
sing urgent financing needs. It is within this framework 
that ICDT, as the trade and investment promotion 
center for OIC countries, plans to organize a Regional 

Investment Forum on the Health Sector on 13–14 July 
2026 in Nouakchott, in partnership with the Islamic 
Development Bank (IsDB) and the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), under the aegis of the Ministry of Health 
of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. Held under the 
theme «Strengthening Intra-OIC Trade and Investment 
in the Pharmaceutical Sector: From Strategy to Action,» 
this Forum aims to stimulate investment and trade in 
the pharmaceutical industry and medical equipment 
sectors within OIC countries. It also aims to provide a 
privileged platform for sharing expertise and showca-
sing the potential of this strategic sector, as well as to 
consolidate the positioning of African countries in the 
field of health services. Through this event, the Centre 
wishes to highlight the initiatives that are transforming 
the healthcare landscape. By encouraging technologi-
cal innovation and increased public and private invest-
ment, it aims to turn this sector into a powerful driver of 
economic and human development in the OIC region. 
However, this potential can only be realized through an 
ambitious strategy based on sustainable investment, 
training, innovation, regional cooperation, and social 
inclusion.

In a world where health is becoming a major geopoliti-
cal issue, OIC countries, given their growing demogra-
phics and considerable potential, have the opportunity 
to build a healthcare model that is more sovereign, 
more united, and more competitive for their popu-
lations. This is a mission that is close to our hearts, 
and we remain confident that, through the Nouakchott 
Forum, we will lay the foundations for a new era and 
make a concrete contribution to prosperity, well-being, 
and stability in the region. 

Mrs. Latifa Elbouabdellaoui
Director General
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The OIC Launches a Series of 
Health and Humanitarian Projects 
for the Benefit of Somalia

The OIC Regional Office in Mogadishu, in coordination with 
the Department of Humanitarian Affairs, has launched the 
implementation of a set of projects designed to assist the 
most vulnerable populations in the Banadir region, parti-
cularly displaced persons, people with special needs, and 
orphans. 

This initiative falls within 
the OIC’s broader efforts to 
strengthen health services and al-
leviate the suffering of the popu-
lation in the Federal Republic of 
Somalia. Among these projects is 
an eye health initiative targeting 
orphanages in Mogadishu, which 
provides free examinations, 
medications, vitamins, and eye-
glasses to approximately 1,200 
people. There is also a project de-
dicated to displacement camps in 
Mogadishu, aimed at providing a 
range of medical and therapeutic 
services.

A surgical campaign has also 
been launched, offering a com-
prehensive set of services inclu-
ding examinations and diagno-
sis, the performance of surgical 
procedures, post-operative care, 
as well as the provision of dedica-

ted medications and treatments. 
All of these initiatives, expected 
to benefit approximately 7,000 
people, reflect the commitment 
of the OIC General Secretariat 
to supporting the Somali people 
and standing by the most vulne-
rable segments of the population 
during these times of economic 
and health crises.

Following these actions, the OIC 
Regional Office in Mogadishu ex-
pressed its deep gratitude to the 
partners, donors, medical teams, 
and working groups who contri-
buted to the implementation of 
these initiatives. It also voiced its 
intention to continue humanita-
rian and development programs 
aimed at supporting stability and 
improving the health and living 
conditions of the most vulne-
rable populations in Somalia.
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The OIC Reaffirms Its Commitment to Women’s 
Empowerment at the Bukhara Women’s Forum

The OIC General Secretariat, represented by Ms. Amina Alhajiri, Director General of Cultural, 
Social, and Family Affairs, took part in the 2nd Asian Women’s Forum, held on 14–15 May 2026 in 
Bukhara, Republic of Uzbekistan. Organized under the theme «Investing in Women – A Founda-
tion for Sustainable Growth: Expanding Women’s Participation in Political, Economic, Social, 
and Environmental Opportunities,» the Forum brought together approximately 250 participants 
from more than 20 countries.

In her opening remarks, Ms. Alha-
jiri conveyed the Secretary Gene-
ral’s gratitude to the Uzbek autho-
rities for organizing this important 
Forum. She also reaffirmed the 
OIC’s unwavering commitment to 
strengthening women’s participa-
tion and leadership, and to enhan-
cing cooperation among member 
states and partnerships in support 
of inclusive and sustainable deve-
lopment.

During the Forum, discussions 
focused on the importance of 
women’s participation at all levels 
of decision-making in the politi-

cal and governmental spheres, so 
that their rights and well-being are 
taken into account legally, insti-
tutionally, and in their daily lives. 
Discussions also revealed that 
women’s contribution to the eco-
nomy remains limited given their 
significant presence in the infor-
mal sector and their limited access 
to financial services, credit, and 
professional networks.

In this regard, the Bukhara Decla-
ration adopted at the Forum calls 
for enabling women to benefit 
from existing economic oppor-
tunities by directing them toward 

emerging sectors such as green 
jobs, digital markets, and sustai-
nable industries from the outset. 
It also called for concentrating 
efforts across several areas, namely 
women’s participation in politics, 
economic empowerment, educa-
tion and innovation, as well as so-
cial protection and digital security. 
Finally, through this declaration, 
participants called on govern-
ments, parliaments, international 
organizations, businesses, and civil 
society to translate their commit-
ments into measurable actions, 
backed by adequate funding and 
coordinated efforts. 
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The OIC delegation, led by H.E. 
Ambassador Hameed Opeloyeru, 
OIC Permanent Observer to the 
United Nations, held several high-
level side events on this occasion. 
These sessions, organized in col-
laboration with OIC institutions, 
member states’ permanent mis-
sions, and strategic partner orga-
nizations, underscored the OIC’s 
commitment to placing youth at 
the center of socio-economic de-
velopment programs across the 
OIC space.
Highlighting the OIC’s proactive 
approach to international coo-

peration, Dr. Boubakari Maiga, 
Head of the Department of Youth 
and Sports, joined representatives 
of the Islamic Solidarity Sports 
Association (ISSA) for a key 
meeting with Mr. Elizeu Chaves 
Junior, Chief of Staff of the 
United Nations Office on Youth. 
This dialogue provided an oppor-
tunity to exchange best practices 
and successful frameworks for 
youth empowerment and sports 
development across various re-
gions of the world.
Over the course of these two 
days, the OIC and ECOSOC 

identified key synergies for fruit-
ful future collaboration. Both 
parties explored concrete ave-
nues for aligning their institu-
tional efforts, specifically targe-
ting joint initiatives that bridge 
the gap between sport and social 
development. By strengthening 
these ties, the two organizations 
aim to accelerate progress to-
ward shared goals, ensuring that 
young people in OIC countries 
and other regions of the world 
are equipped with the tools nee-
ded to drive beneficial and pro-
mising change by 2030. 
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The OIC at the UN ECOSOC Youth Forum 2026

The OIC General Secretariat took part in the 2026 Youth Forum of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC), held at UN Headquarters from 14 to 16 April, under the theme: «In-
novate, Unite, and Transform: Youth Charting the Path to 2030.»
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The proceedings of the meeting 
took place in two stages: the first 
stage covered the implementa-
tion of the tourism development 
program by OIC institutions, and 
the second stage addressed the 
methodology and criteria for se-
lecting the OIC Tourism City for 
2028, 2029, and 2030.

Implementation of Tourism 
Development in OIC 
Countries
Ms. Farha of the Department of 
Economic Affairs of the OIC Ge-
neral Secretariat presented a brief 
progress report on the implemen-
tation of tourism-related activities 
by OIC bodies. Representatives of 
IRCICA, SESRIC, ICDT, ICCD, 
and SMIIC in turn presented their 
activities for the 2024–2026 pe-
riod. In this regard, the ICDT re-
presentative highlighted activities 

related to the promotion and facili-
tation of tourism in OIC countries 
(forums, fairs, exhibitions, invest-
ment days, training sessions), as 
well as the publication of reports 
on tourism development (family 
tourism, sustainable tourism, gas-
tronomic tourism, the biannual 
report on Halal trade and invest-
ment), and the tourism-related 
country profiles featured on the 
ICDT website.

Selection of the OIC Tourism 
City for 2028, 2029, and 
2030
Mr. Jabbarov, Director General 
of the Department of Econo-
mic Affairs, presented the back-
ground and selection criteria for 
the Tourism City, in line with the 
recommendations of the mee-
tings of OIC Tourism Ministers. 
In turn, the OIC institutions 

namely SESRIC, ICDT, and IR-
CICA presented the results of 
their selections (Togo, Jordan, 
and Malaysia). Following discus-
sions among participants, the fol-
lowing cities were proposed for 
nomination over the next three 
years: Les Lacs, Togo (2028, 
Africa); Aqaba, Jordan (2029, 
Arab World); and Dushanbe, 
Tajikistan (2030, Asia).

At the conclusion of the procee-
dings, the meeting adopted the 
meeting report as well as an acti-
vity matrix for the implementa-
tion of ICTM resolutions, which 
will be submitted to the relevant 
OIC bodies and to the 13th ses-
sion of the Islamic Conference 
of Tourism Ministers of OIC 
Countries, scheduled to take 
place in Qatar in December of 
this year.

10th Meeting of the OIC Tourism Coordination 
Committee

The OIC Tourism Coordination Committee, responsible for monitoring the OIC’s various acti-
vities in the field of tourism, held a meeting in Tashkent on 22 June 2026 under the chairmanship 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, which currently holds the presidency of the 12th session of the 
Islamic Conference of Tourism Ministers of OIC Countries (ICTM).
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However, these entities continue 
to face several constraints, no-
tably in accessing trade informa-
tion, gaining visibility in markets, 
identifying reliable partners, and 
mastering digital tools dedicated 
to trade and to the promotion of 
products and services.

Against this backdrop, the Islamic 
Centre for Development of Trade 
(ICDT) organized, on 22 April 
2026, a «Virtual Workshop on 
ICDT Trade and Investment Tools 
for the Benefit of Start-ups, Micro-
enterprises, and Trade Support 
Institutions of OIC Countries.» 
This Workshop, held within the 
framework of the Centre’s Capa-
city-Building Program and dedica-
ted to economic operators and re-
presentatives of Trade Promotion 
Organizations (TPOs), Invest-
ment Promotion Agencies (IPAs), 
and Chambers of Commerce of 

OIC countries, aims to enable 
participants to make full use of 
the tools and platforms made avai-
lable by ICDT, to strengthen the 
competitiveness of OIC SMEs in 
foreign markets, and to contribute 
in a sustained and lasting manner 
to the development of intra-OIC 
trade and investment.

At the Workshop’s opening cere-
mony, Dr. Sall Mamoudou, Depu-
ty Director General of ICDT, deli-
vered the address on behalf of the 
Director General, in which she no-
ted that the choice of the Works-
hop’s topic stemmed from ICDT’s 
firm conviction that mastery of its 
tools by economic operators from 
OIC countries is of the utmost 
importance for their integration 
into development strategies and 
access to foreign markets. She 
further added that the Workshop 
was particularly timely given the 

global economic context marked 
by digital transformation, market 
fragmentation, and the growing 
need for resilience. After outlining 
the various services offered by the 
Centre and its contribution to the 
development of intra-OIC trade 
and investment over the years, she 
concluded by affirming that, in an 
increasingly competitive world, 
the deployment of the tools made 
available by ICDT and their adop-
tion by various economic actors is 
an essential condition for unloc-
king entrepreneurial potential and 
strengthening the position of OIC 
countries in the global economy.
On this occasion, ICDT experts 
presented the following topics to 
more than a hundred participants 
from OIC countries:

•An overview of ICDT’s role in 
facilitating and promoting trade 
and investment in OIC countries

Virtual Workshop on ICDT Trade and Investment Tools 
for the Benefit of Start-ups, Micro-enterprises, and 
Trade Support Institutions of OIC Countries

In an economic environment marked by the accelerating digitalization of trade and the mul-
tiplication of market opportunities at the regional and international levels, start-ups and mi-
cro-enterprises are playing an increasingly strategic role in energizing the economic fabric, 
creating jobs, and driving innovation. 
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42nd Session of the COMCEC 
Follow-up Committee
The 42nd meeting of the Follow-up Committee of the OIC 
Standing Committee for Economic and Commercial Coope-
ration (COMCEC) was held in Ankara, Republic of Türkiye, on 
12–13 May 2026.

•A presentation of ICDT’s plat-
forms/tools & practical exercises: 
Trade Map, Help Desk, Mac Map, 
Halal Dashboard, Women’s Plat-
form, Country Profiles, ePublica-
tions, and ICDT Invest Days.

During the exchanges, discussions 
focused on the various services of-
fered by ICDT, the use of tools and 
platforms dedicated to promoting 
intra-OIC trade and investment, as 
well as business opportunities and 
access to foreign markets.

At the closure of the Workshop, 
Mrs. Diallo Kadiatou, Head of the 
Department of Institutional and 
SME Capacity Building at ICDT, 
took the floor to thank participants 
for the rich exchanges during the 
discussions and invited them to 
propose key topics for inclusion 
in upcoming training sessions. For 
their part, participants expressed 
satisfaction with ICDT’s unwave-
ring support for the development 
of their businesses and activities. 
They also requested that the Centre 
organize more training sessions 
of this kind in order to strengthen 
their managerial skills and improve 
their competitiveness in foreign 
markets.

It should be noted that this Works-
hop contributed to a better mastery 
of the digital tools and platforms 
made available by the Centre, to 
the strategic use of trade data, to 
enhanced international visibility 
for participating companies, to in-
creased networking, partnerships, 
and export opportunities in foreign 
markets, and to the sustained and 
lasting development of trade and 
investment in the OIC region. 

In his message to the meeting, 
His Excellency Mr. Hissein Bra-
him Taha, Secretary General of 
the OIC, presented an overview 
of recent developments in the 
economic and commercial fields 
among OIC member states. In 
this regard, he noted that the glo-
bal economy is facing profound 
uncertainty due to economic, 
geopolitical, technological, and 
environmental challenges, which 
is affecting the growth prospects 
of several countries, including 
low-income OIC member states. 
In this context, he called for 
strengthened intra-OIC econo-
mic cooperation and coordina-
ted policies to boost resilience, 
inclusive growth, and sustainable 
development.

The Secretary General further 
urged member states to actively 
participate in the Tenth OIC 
Ministerial Conference on Food 
Security and Agricultural Deve-
lopment, to be held in the Re-
public of Chad; the Thirteenth 

Islamic Conference of Tourism 
Ministers (ICTM), to be held in 
the State of Qatar; the Second 
Ministerial Conference on En-
ergy in OIC Member States, to 
be held in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia; and the OIC Investment 
Forum in Africa, to be held in the 
Republic of Mali. In this regard, 
he noted that these events aim 
to strengthen intra-OIC coope-
ration in the fields of agriculture 
and food security, tourism, en-
ergy, as well as trade and invest-
ment.

During the meeting’s procee-
dings, participants reviewed the 
status of implementation of va-
rious COMCEC projects, with 
a focus on trade and investment, 
agriculture, tourism, financial 
development, transport, pri-
vate sector development, and 
poverty alleviation. On this 
occasion, the Committee noted 
that intra-OIC trade had not 
reached the collectively agreed 
target of 25%. In this regard, it 



12 No. 186 • April / June 2026

IC
D

T 
n

ew
s

underscored the urgent need for 
member states to intensify their 
efforts toward economic diver-
sification, strengthening trade 
competitiveness, accelerating the 
implementation of OIC trade and 
investment initiatives including 
the TPS-OIC and encouraging 

greater private sector empower-
ment in order to strengthen trade 
ties among member states.

At the conclusion of the meeting, 
the Committee requested that 
trade development institutions or-
ganize training workshops under 

the theme «Food Security and 
Supply Chain Resilience in Times 
of Crisis,» and approved the draft 
agenda for the 42nd COMCEC 
Ministerial Session, to be held 
in Istanbul, Republic of Türkiye, 
from 31 October to 3 November 
2026. 

1st Forum of the Regional Investment Platform for the 
Development of the Coffee Value Chain in Africa
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Marrakech hosted, from 5 to 6 May, the 1st Forum of the Regional Investment Platform for the 
Development of the Coffee Value Chain in Africa, organized under the theme: «Building Competi-
tive and Inclusive Coffee Value Chains in Africa: Towards a Regional Investment Program Leve-
raging the African Coffee Hub in Tanger Med as a Key Driver.» 

This Forum, organized by the Isla-
mic Development Bank (IsDB), 
the African Coffee Hub (ACH), 
and the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade of the Kingdom of Morocco, 
with the support of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), brought together Minis-
ters, Ambassadors, and economic 

operators from Benin, Cameroon, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Madagas-
car, Nigeria, Uganda, Sierra Leone, 
and Togo. At the heart of the pro-
ceedings was the launch of a regio-
nal investment program anchored 
around the African Coffee Hub-
Tanger Med, designed to help the 
continent move beyond the export 
of raw beans toward full mastery of 
the coffee value chain, from cultiva-
tion to processing and marketing.

On this occasion, participating 
countries engaged in structured 
reflection around a bold ambition: 
to unlock the potential of Afri-
can coffee and guide smallholder 
farms toward international markets 
through trade integration. At the 
opening ceremony, attended by 
the Director General of ICDT, the 
Director of the IsDB Regional Hub 
in Rabat, the OIC Assistant Secre-
tary General for Economic Affairs, 
the Director General of the African 
Coffee Hub (ACH), and the Direc-
tor of the IOFS Projects Depart-
ment, speakers in turn emphasized 
the importance of the coffee sector 
for OIC and African countries, 
particularly in developing its value 
chain from production to domes-
tic and export marketing. They 
also highlighted the importance of 
establishing an African coffee label 
incorporating Halal certification.

This was followed by country pre-
sentations from Guinea, Sierra 
Leone, Uganda, Madagascar, Ca-
meroon, Togo, and Côte d’Ivoire 
on the challenges and opportu-
nities facing the coffee sector, as 
well as panel discussions on ACH’s 
investment program, during which 

the OIC Assistant Secretary Gene-
ral and the ICDT Director General 
gave presentations on coffee sector 
development in OIC countries, the 
potential of African smallholder cof-
fee farms, solutions for strengthe-
ning the coffee value chain, and the 
financing of coffee processing and 
projects in Africa.

At the conclusion of the meeting, a 
final joint communiqué was adop-
ted by the participating countries 
and partners. This document sets 
out the way forward for fostering 
cooperation in the development 
of regional coffee value chains in 
Africa, in collaboration with the 
OIC and its institutions—notably 
IsDB, ICDT, and IOFS—as well as 
other participating organizations. 
MOUs were also signed between 
ACH and Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
Madagascar, Nigeria, and Uganda 
to strengthen cooperation and the 
exchange of experience in various 
areas related to coffee production 
and marketing.

It should be noted that an ICDT 
delegation led by Director General 
Ms. Latifa Elbouabdellaoui took 
part in this Forum. On this occa-
sion, she attended all sessions and 
held bilateral meetings with the 
heads of delegation from Uganda, 
Sierra Leone, Madagascar, Came-
roon, Côte d’Ivoire, ITFC, ICIEC, 
ICRAF, UN Women, ACH, and 
the Solina Group consultancy, with 
a view to strengthening collabora-
tion in developing the coffee value 
chain in OIC countries.

The 2nd edition of this Forum will 
be held in Tangier during 2027. 
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Kazan Forum 2026 
The «Russia – Islamic World – Kazan 2026» Economic Forum was held from 13 to 15 May 2026 in the 
capital of the Republic of Tatarstan, with the participation of an ICDT delegation and represen-
tatives from 99 countries and 75 regions of the Russian Federation. 

This gathering featured several ma-
jor events, including the Kazan Ha-
lal Market, held at the Kazan Agro-
Industrial Park in the presence of 
H.E. Rustam Minnikhanov (Raís 
of Tatarstan), the Secretary Gene-
ral of the Islamic Chamber of Com-
merce and Development, and seve-
ral public figures and officials. This 
exhibition, which brought together 
400 exhibitors and 40,000 visitors, 
covered an area of approximately 
12,000 m² and showcased more 
than 4,500 Halal products from the 
Islamic World. On this occasion, 
the ICDT Director General deli-
vered a speech addressing several 
topics, including:

• The growth of the global halal 
ecosystem  food, pharmaceuticals, 
tourism, finance, and innovation 
— representing approximately 
USD 2.4 trillion in consumer spen-
ding

• The strategic role of the Kazan 
Market as a platform for par-
tnerships and investment among 
OIC countries, Russia, and Tatars-
tan

• ICDT’s long-standing coopera-
tion with the Russian Federation, 
including agreements with Rus-
sian trade institutions and efforts 
to strengthen halal trade, certifica-
tion, and logistics

• The presentation of the «Report 
on Halal Trade and Investment 
in OIC Member States 2025,» 

ICDT’s flagship analytical publica-
tion

• The reaffirmation of ICDT’s 

commitment to regional integra-
tion, entrepreneurship, and sus-
tainable economic development 
through the halal economy

Panel discussion during the Grand Opening of the «Female Perspectives» Track — KazanForum 2026

Group photo of speakers at the conclusion of the «Female Perspectives» Track session
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During the Forum, Mrs. Latifa 
El Bouabdellaoui also took part 
in several high-level events, 
including the «Track: Female 
Perspectives,» dedicated to wo-
men’s leadership and organized 
in partnership with the Russian 

University of Cooperation. This 
session brought together senior 
officials from the OIC, Russia, 
the BRICS countries, and the 
Arab World to share best prac-
tices and forge collaborative fra-
meworks in support of women’s 

economic empowerment. Du-
ring the discussions, the ICDT 
Director General addressed the 
following topics:

• The critical importance of 
women’s entrepreneurship for 
inclusive growth and sustainable 
development in OIC member 
states

• The persistent challenges wo-
men entrepreneurs face in acces-
sing financing, markets, skills, 
and technology

• The transformative potential of 
digital technologies, AI, e-com-
merce, and STEM education in 
advancing women’s economic 
empowerment

• The announcement of a dedica-
ted ICDT program to strengthen 
women’s participation in trade and 
investment in the OIC region, with 
an open call for institutional partners

Bilateral meeting between Mrs. Latifa El Bouabdellaoui and Mr. Artem Zdunov, Head of the Republic of Mordovia

Mrs. Latifa El Bouabdellaoui delivering her speech at the Kazan Halal Market Opening Ceremony
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The Director General also took 
part in the «Russia – Arab World 
Trade Dialogue,» presenting OIC 
trade tools as a means for Russian 
businesses to access Arab mar-
kets. Key points of her remarks 
included:

• The OIC Trade Preferential Sys-
tem (TPS-OIC) as a practical tool 
for facilitating market access, redu-
cing trade barriers, and encoura-
ging sustainable trade cooperation

• Sectors of growing interest to 
Russian businesses: halal indus-
tries, agri-food, pharmaceuticals, 
logistics, energy, digital technolo-
gies, and infrastructure

• ICDT’s role in supporting trade 
exchanges: B2B forums, market 
intelligence, export promotion, 
trade facilitation, and digital com-
merce

• A call for strengthening logisti-
cal connectivity and institutional 
cooperation in order to translate 
economic complementarities into 
lasting partnerships

It should be noted that, on the 
sidelines of the Forum, the 
Director General held several 
bilateral meetings, notably with 
H.E. Mr. Artem Zdunov, Head 
of the Republic of Mordovia, 
to discuss investment opportu-
nities, strengthening economic 
cooperation, and developing 
partnerships with the Republic 
of Mordovia. Ms. Elbouabdel-
laoui also met with H.E. Mr. 
Artur Nikolaev, Vice-President 
of the Tatarstan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. This 
exchange focused on strengthe-
ning trade relations between the 
Russian business community 
and OIC member states, impro-
ving connectivity and networ-
king, and exploring mechanisms 
for institutional cooperation.

ICDT’s participation in the Kazan 
Forum 2026 helped consolidate 
the institution’s position as a stra-
tegic facilitator of trade exchanges 
and institutional dialogue between 
OIC member states and the Rus-
sian Federation. Through her 
interventions in high-level ses-
sions and her targeted bilateral 
meetings, the Director General hi-
ghlighted concrete opportunities 

for investment, women’s economic 
empowerment, and trade develop-
ment, reaffirming ICDT’s role as a 
key player in promoting trade and 
economic integration across the 
OIC space. 

Bilateral meeting with Mr. Artur Nikolaev, Vice President of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Tatarstan
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«Builders of the African Economy» Forum

The 16th edition of the «Builders of the African Economy» Forum was held on 18 June 2026 in Abi-
djan under the theme: «Excellence, Leadership, and Impact: Africa Building Its Future.» The event 
brought together representatives of Ivorian ministerial departments, academia, and civil so-
ciety, as well as Mr. Ismael Taqui, Head of the Trade Facilitation Department at ICDT, and business 
leaders from Morocco, Gabon, Namibia, Côte d’Ivoire, and Benin.

The Forum was organized around 
three panels dedicated to educa-
tion and employment; innovation, 
women’s entrepreneurship, and arti-
ficial intelligence; and the Libreville-
Berthe and Jean International Uni-
versity. Discussions focused on the 
following points:

- The role of innovation and new 
technologies as drivers of growth and 
competitiveness

- Strengthening African economic 
leadership and public governance

- The need to increase productive 
investment and human capital deve-
lopment

- Accelerating African economic 
integration through continental 
initiatives, notably the AfCFTA

- Highlighting public policies that 
have contributed to the economic 
transformation of African states

For his part, Mr. Ismael Taqui took 
part in the second panel, presen-
ting the Centre’s perspective on 
innovation, the role of women in 
strengthening intra-African trade, 
and regional integration. He also 
highlighted ICDT’s programs in 
these areas.

It should be noted that, on the side-
lines of the Forum, an Awards Eve-

ning was held, at which ICDT—
represented by Ms. Latifa El 
Bouabdellaoui—was honored as 
Champion of Trade Exchanges, in 
recognition of her contribution to 
trade development, regional inte-
gration, and South-South coope-
ration. Twelve African states were 
also honored that evening, namely:

- Morocco, recognized for the ex-
pansion of its healthcare coverage 
and its industrial pharmaceutical 
investments, as well as for its ener-
gy transition strategies and sustai-
nable development projects

- Kenya, commended for its digital 
dynamism and AI infrastructure
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- Egypt, honored for its urban mo-
dernization and transport megapro-
jects

- The Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), recognized for the 
strategic management and local value 
creation of its mineral resources

- Algeria, honored for the effec-
tiveness of its energy supply and 
infrastructure policies

- Côte d’Ivoire, honored for its agri-
cultural performance and local pro-
cessing initiatives

- Seychelles, recognized for the excel-
lence of its youth professional inte-
gration programs

- South Africa, commended for the 
strength and competitiveness of its 
industrial base

- Tanzania, honored for its tourism 
promotion policy and hospitality 
performance

- Nigeria, recognized for the conti-
nental and global reach of its cultural 
industries

On this occasion, three major special 
awards were also presented to the fol-
lowing countries:

- Special 20th Anniversary Award 
(Grand Laureate): Morocco, for the 
scale and impact of its comprehen-
sive economic and structural trans-
formations over the past two decades

- Special Award for Gender Equality: 
Namibia, recognized for its pionee-
ring initiatives in gender parity and 
women’s empowerment

- Special Award for Regional Integra-
tion: Ghana, honored for its active 
policy in support of the return of 
African diasporas and its key role in 
fostering regional rapprochement 

IsDB Annual Meetings & Private 
Sector Forum in Baku

From 16 to 19 June 2026, an ICDT delegation led by Ms. Latifa El-
bouabdellaoui took part in the Private Sector Forum organi-
zed on the sidelines of the IsDB Annual Meetings in Baku. 

Elbouabdellaoui took part in the 
Private Sector Forum organi-
zed on the sidelines of the IsDB 
Annual Meetings in Baku. This 
Forum is a key initiative suppor-
ting private sector development 
in the Islamic World, serving as 
a platform for networking and 
the exchange of experiences, best 
practices, and success stories, 
while also exploring trade and 
investment opportunities among 
IsDB member countries. It also 

showcases the services and initia-
tives of the IsDB Group in invest-
ment, trade, and insurance, and 
fosters cross-border business ties 
through B2B and B2G meetings.

This year’s edition, held under 
the theme «Regional Integration 
for Sustainable Prosperity,» fo-
cused on strengthening regional 
cooperation, improving trade and 
investment flows, and promoting 
inclusive, resilient, and sustai-
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nable growth. On this occasion, 
the ICDT Director General took 
part as a panelist in the session 
dedicated to «From More FDI 
to Better FDI: Promoting Invest-
ment for Sustainable Develop-
ment.» During the discussions, 
participants highlighted the cru-
cial role of investment promotion 
agencies in fostering resilient in-
vestment ecosystems, strengthe-
ning competitiveness, and sup-
porting sustainable development 
goals in member countries. 
ICDT’s participation in this ses-
sion underscored the Centre’s si-
gnificant role in trade facilitation 
and investment promotion across 
the OIC region.

The Director General also took 
part as a panelist in the session 
dedicated to country experiences. 
On this occasion, OIC countries 
and institutions showcased prio-
rity investment opportunities, 
national development plans, sec-
tor strategies, and key reforms 
aimed at attracting private sec-
tor participation. This session 

enabled governments and invest-
ment promotion agencies to pre-
sent bankable projects, highlight 
enabling policies, and engage di-
rectly with investors, financiers, 
and development partners.

It should be noted that, on the 
sidelines of the Forum, ICDT 
and the Azerbaijan Women En-
trepreneurs Association (AQ-
SIA), represented by Ms. Latifa 
Elbouabdellaoui and Ms. Sakina 
Babayeva, signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding aimed 
at expanding opportunities for 
women entrepreneurs in the OIC 
region and Azerbaijan, strengthe-
ning institutional collaboration 
to support sustainable economic 
growth and innovation, deve-
loping joint capacity-building 
programs, trade missions, and 
B2B networking initiatives, and 
promoting women’s participa-
tion in trade, investment, and 
entrepreneurship at the regio-
nal and international levels. The 
ICDT Director General also held 
bilateral meetings with interna-

tional organizations and insti-
tutions from the Islamic World 
to explore areas of cooperation, 
discuss joint initiatives in trade 
finance, investment promotion, 
and halal industry development, 
and strengthen ICDT’s par-
tnerships with leading financial 
and development institutions at 
the regional and international 
levels.
 
ICDT’s participation in the IsDB 
Private Sector Forum strengthe-
ned its strategic positioning at 
the heart of OIC trade and in-
vestment cooperation. Through 
active contributions to panel 
discussions, a Memorandum of 
Understanding signing ceremo-
ny, high-level bilateral meetings, 
and a presence at the exhibition, 
ICDT demonstrated its capacity 
to serve as a bridge between ins-
titutional partners, investment 
promotion agencies, and the pri-
vate sector, fully in line with its 
mandate to promote sustainable 
trade and economic integration 
among OIC member states. 
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Health: A New 
Engine of Growth 
and Economic 
Integration 
in OIC Countries

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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Long regarded as an unavoidable 
public expense, health is now 
establishing itself as a strategic 
economic sector. Pharmaceutical 
industry, biotechnology, medical 
equipment, digital health, research 
and hospital investment: OIC 
countries are multiplying initiatives 
to build competitive ecosystems 
capable of meeting the needs of their 
populations while strengthening their 
position in international trade. More 
than a public health issue, health 
is becoming a lever for economic 
diversification, innovation and 
regional integration

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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The COVID-19 pandemic pro-
foundly upended long-held cer-
tainties. Within a matter of weeks, 
global supply chains came under 
severe strain, exposing the de-
pendence of many countries on 
imports of medicines, vaccines, 
medical devices and protective 
equipment. This shock marked a 
turning point: health is no longer 
viewed solely as an essential public 
service, but is now seen as a pillar 
of economic sovereignty.

In member countries of the Orga-
nisation of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC), this growing awareness has 
translated into accelerated invest-
ment in health industries. Ambi-
tious national programmes have 
emerged to strengthen pharmaceu-
tical production capacity, develop 
biomedical research, modernize 
hospital infrastructure and foster 
innovation.
This momentum is unfolding in 
a particularly favourable context. 

OIC countries account for nearly a 
quarter of the world’s population a 
young, growing population under-
going an epidemiological transi-
tion that is increasing the need for 
care, medicines and medical tech-
nologies. This evolution is opening 
up a considerable market for inves-
tors, manufacturers and healthcare 
providers.

But beyond domestic demand, 
health is also becoming a power-
ful vector for economic coopera-
tion. Trade in medicines, hospital 
investment, industrial partnerships 
and technology transfers are pro-
gressively helping to structure a ge-
nuine regional ecosystem, capable 
of strengthening health resilience 
while boosting intra-OIC trade.
“Health is no longer merely a bud-
getary cost: it has become a strate-
gic industry, a driver of innovation 
and a vector of international com-
petitiveness.”

A New Economy Is Emerging
Several member countries have 
already embarked on a profound 
transformation of their health sec-
tor.

Saudi Arabia is investing heavily 
in modernizing its health system 
through Vision 2030, with the 
ambition of developing a natio-
nal pharmaceutical industry and 
attracting international investment.
Türkiye is consolidating its posi-
tion as an industrial powerhouse in 
the production of medical devices 
and medicines while developing 
an innovative ecosystem around 
health technologies.

Malaysia continues to specialize in 
halal pharmaceuticals and biotech-
nology, while Bangladesh is stea-
dily establishing itself as one of the 
world’s leading producers of gene-
ric medicines.
Morocco, for its part, is strengthe-
ning its pharmaceutical industry, 

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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expanding its exports to Africa, and 
steadily asserting its role as a regio-
nal platform through the rise of pri-
vate groups, industrial investment 
and South-South partnerships.
These initiatives all illustrate a com-
mon trend: health is becoming a 
genuine productive sector, genera-
ting value, skilled jobs and business 
opportunities.

The Health Economy: A 
Strategic Market Undergoing 
Rapid Change
Driven by population ageing, 
technological innovation and ri-
sing health spending, the global 
health economy is undergoing an 
unprecedented transformation. 
OIC countries have significant 
assets to capture a growing share 
of this added value, provided they 
strengthen their industrial capaci-
ties and regional cooperation.

The health economy is today one 
of the most dynamic sectors in 
the world. It encompasses a broad 
range of activities, from the manu-
facture of medicines and vaccines 
to the production of medical de-
vices, as well as biotechnology, 
digital health, hospital services, 
clinical research and artificial intel-
ligence applied to medicine.

This transformation is driven by 
several structural trends. Popu-
lation ageing, the rise in chronic 
diseases, urbanization and scien-
tific progress are fueling growing 
demand for care, innovative treat-
ments and medical technologies. 
Private and public investment in 
health is reaching unprecedented 
levels, making the sector a driver 
of growth, innovation and skilled 
employment. 

For OIC countries, this momen-
tum represents a major opportu-
nity. With a population exceeding 
1.9 billion, rapidly growing health 
needs and rising demand for me-

dicines and medical equipment, 
these countries constitute one of 
the most promising markets in the 
global health economy.

Several member states have 
launched major programmes to de-
velop local medicine production, 
aiming to reduce their dependence 
on imports while strengthening 
their health security.

Bangladesh has established itself 
as one of the world’s largest produ-
cers of generic medicines through 
a competitive, export-oriented 
industry. Türkiye continues to 
modernize its pharmaceutical in-
dustry and is developing a range of 
high-value-added medical devices. 
Saudi Arabia, under its Vision 2030 
programme, is investing heavily to 

attract international manufacturers 
and boost domestic production. 
Malaysia, for its part, is strengthe-
ning its specialization in biotech-
nology and halal-certified pharma-
ceuticals.
In Morocco, the pharmaceutical 
sector benefits from a solid indus-
trial base and recognized expertise. 
National laboratories are steadily 
expanding their exports to several 
African markets, while investment 
in the production of medicines and 
biosimilars is strengthening the 
Kingdom’s competitiveness.

Value Chains That Remain 
Fragmented
Despite this progress, intra-OIC 
trade in the health sector remains 
relatively limited. Supply chains 
remain heavily dependent on ex-
ternal suppliers for certain active 
pharmaceutical ingredients, high-
technology medical equipment 
and biotechnology products.

This situation highlights the need 
to strengthen complementarities 
between member countries’ eco-
nomies. Better production specia-
lization, cross-investment and the 
progressive harmonization of stan-
dards could foster the emergence 
of genuine regional value chains, 
capable of meeting the needs of 
OIC markets while improving 

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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their competitiveness on the inter-
national stage.
Beyond reducing external de-
pendence, such integration would 
create new opportunities for busi-
nesses, stimulate investment and 
contribute to the creation of skilled 
jobs.

The development of national in-
dustries is a first step. The real chal-
lenge now is to connect these pro-
duction capacities in order to build 
regional value chains capable of 
strengthening intra-OIC trade and 
positioning member countries as 
major players in the global health 
economy.
 
Building Regional Value 
Chains: A Lever for 
Strengthening Intra-OIC 
Trade
The global health crisis served as 
a reminder of the importance of 
resilient supply chains. For OIC 
countries, the challenge is no lon-
ger simply to produce more, but to 
connect their industrial capacities 
in order to build a genuine regional 
health market.
For many years, health policies in 
member countries focused on de-
veloping national production capa-
cities. This strategy enabled several 
states to increase their autonomy 

in the manufacture of medicines, 
medical devices and vaccines. 
However, in a context marked by 
the fragmentation of global supply 
chains, the challenge now extends 
beyond national borders.

The complementarity of OIC 
economies paves the way for the 
creation of regional value chains 
capable of strengthening business 
competitiveness while reducing 
dependence on external markets. 
Some countries have a solid phar-
maceutical industry, while others 
stand out in biotechnology, medi-
cal devices or logistics. Better coor-
dinated, these specializations could 
foster the emergence of an integra-
ted ecosystem serving intra-OIC 
trade.

Bangladesh, for example, ranks 
among the world’s leading produ-
cers of generic medicines. Türkiye 
has established itself as a major 
player in the manufacture of medi-
cal devices and hospital equipment. 
Malaysia is developing recognized 
capabilities in biotechnology and 
halal pharmaceuticals, while Mo-

DID YOU KNOW? The Halal Health Products Market Is 
Growing Rapidly

Global spending on halal pharmaceuticals is estima-
ted at USD 112 billion in 2024 and is expected to reach 
USD 146 billion by 2029, representing an average annual 
growth rate of around 5.4%. 
Halal medicines meet the growing demand of nearly 2 
billion Muslim consumers, while also appealing to non-
Muslim consumers owing to their quality, traceability 
and safety standards. 
Several OIC countries, notably Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Türkiye, 
are investing heavily in the production of halal-certi-
fied medicines, vaccines, dietary 
supplements and medical devices 
in order to strengthen their health 
sovereignty and export competi-
tiveness. 
OIC economies imported USD 421.5 
billion worth of halal-economy-re-
lated products in 2024, illustrating 
the potential for developing regio-
nal value chains and strengthe-
ning intra-OIC trade.

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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rocco is steadily strengthening its 
position as an industrial and logis-
tics platform towards West Africa. 
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, meanwhile, are mobili-
zing significant capital to finance 
hospital infrastructure, research 
and industrial projects.

By encouraging cross-investment, 
technology transfers and mutual 
recognition of standards, OIC 
countries could build a regional 
value chain covering the entire pro-
duction cycle: research, manufac-
turing, packaging, logistics and dis-
tribution. Such integration would 
strengthen not only health security 
but also the international competi-
tiveness of businesses in the region.
Innovation, Investment and Com-
petitiveness: The New Drivers 
of the Health Economy in OIC 
Countries

Long focused on expanding hospi-
tal infrastructure and improving ac-
cess to care, health policies are now 
evolving towards a more compre-
hensive approach, in which inno-
vation, research and investment are 
becoming essential factors of com-
petitiveness. In OIC countries, this 
transformation is accompanying 
economic diversification strategies 
and opening up new prospects for 
businesses, investors and research 
institutions.
The global health economy is 
undergoing profound change as a 
result of scientific and technologi-
cal progress. Artificial intelligence, 
biotechnology, digital health, 
connected medical devices and 
personalized medicine are redefi-
ning care models and creating new 
high-value-added markets. Invest-
ment is no longer directed solely 
at hospitals or medical equipment, 
but also at digital infrastructure, 
research centres, health data plat-
forms and innovative companies 
capable of developing tomorrow’s 
medical solutions.

Aware of these developments, 
several OIC member countries 
have placed health at the heart of 
their development strategies. Saudi 
Arabia, through its Vision 2030 
programme, aims to transform its 
health system by developing local 
medicine production, promoting 
public-private partnerships and 
accelerating the digitalization of 
health services. The United Arab 
Emirates is strengthening its 
positioning as a regional hub for 
medical innovation by attracting 
companies specializing in health 
technologies and clinical research. 
Malaysia continues to develop its 
biotechnology and halal pharma-
ceutical industry, while Türkiye is 

investing in modernizing its medi-
cal device industry and research 
capabilities.
 
These strategies reflect a major 
shift: health is no longer viewed 
as an isolated sector but as an eco-
nomic ecosystem that integrates 
industry, research, innovation, ser-
vices and investment. Interactions 
between universities, hospitals, 
technology companies and inves-
tors are fostering the emergence 
of new industrial sectors, capable 
of meeting population needs while 
strengthening the competitiveness 
of national economies.
Digital health is one of the most 
promising areas of this transforma-

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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tion. The development of teleme-
dicine, electronic medical records, 
data analytics platforms and artifi-
cial-intelligence-based applications 
is improving the efficiency of health 
systems while facilitating access to 
care, particularly in remote areas. 
At the same time, biotechnology 
is opening up new prospects in the 
production of vaccines, biosimilars 
and innovative therapies, offering 
OIC countries the opportunity to 
develop high-technology indus-
tries and reduce their dependence 
on imports. 

Beyond their health benefits, these 
investments generate ripple effects 
across the entire economy. They 
stimulate research and develop-
ment, create highly skilled jobs, 
foster technology transfers and 
enhance the attractiveness of ter-
ritories to international investors. 
By developing innovative ecosys-
tems and encouraging partnerships 
between the public and private sec-
tors, OIC countries can not only 
improve their resilience to health 
crises but also increase their pre-
sence in international markets for 
health products and services.
As care needs increase and tech-
nologies evolve, the capacity to 
innovate will become a decisive 
factor of competitiveness. For OIC 
member countries, the challenge is 
no longer simply to meet growing 
demand for health services, but to 
build a health economy grounded 
in knowledge, innovation and re-
gional cooperation — one capable 
of sustaining durable growth and 
strengthening their position in in-
ternational trade.

Towards a More Integrated 
Health Economy in OIC 
Countries
Faced with growing demand for 
care, evolving medical techno-
logies and lessons learned from 
recent health crises, OIC member 
countries have a unique opportu-

nity to strengthen their economic 
cooperation in the health sector. 
Beyond public health considera-
tions, this momentum can foster 
job creation, attract investment, 
stimulate innovation and increase 
intra-OIC trade.

Developing a more integrated 
health economy first requires 
strengthening regional indus-
trial capacities. Several member 
countries already have a solid ma-
nufacturing base in generic medi-
cines, medical devices, biotech-
nology and hospital equipment. 
Better complementarity between 
these industries would help deve-
lop more resilient regional value 
chains, capable of reducing de-

pendence on imports and respon-
ding more effectively to population 
needs.
Integration also requires greater 
fluidity in trade. Harmonizing 
regulations, mutual recognition 
of certifications, simplifying cus-
toms procedures and strengthe-
ning logistics infrastructure would 
all help facilitate the movement of 
health products between member 
countries. 

Public and private investment will 
also play a decisive role. Public-pri-
vate partnerships, sovereign wealth 
funds, development banks and ins-
titutional investors can accelerate 
the modernization of hospital in-
frastructure, support research and 

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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foster the emergence of innovative 
companies.

At the same time, skills develop-
ment will be a key factor of com-
petitiveness. The need for doctors, 
pharmacists, biomedical engineers, 
researchers and medical techno-
logy specialists will continue to 
grow over the coming decades. 
Strengthening academic and scien-
tific cooperation between OIC 
countries will foster knowledge 
transfer and the emergence of a 
highly skilled workforce.

Finally, innovation must remain at 
the heart of national strategies. Di-
gital technologies, artificial intelli-
gence, biotechnology and connec-
ted health solutions offer OIC 
countries the opportunity to deve-
lop high-value-added industries 
while improving access to care.

Health: A Sustainable Engine 
of Growth and Economic 
Integration
Health is now established as one 
of the most strategic sectors of 
contemporary economies. Rising 
healthcare needs, technological 
progress, demographic ageing in 
certain regions and the increase in 
chronic diseases will continue to 
fuel sustained demand for medi-
cines, medical equipment, hospital 
infrastructure and health services.

For OIC countries, this evolution 
represents an opportunity to turn 
a public health challenge into a le-
ver for economic development. By 
strengthening their industrial capa-
cities, developing regional value 
chains and encouraging investment 
in research and innovation, mem-
ber states can build a more compe-
titive health sector one that creates 
skilled jobs and is more fully inte-
grated into international trade.
This ambition, however, requires 
strengthened cooperation between 
governments, financial institu-

Morocco: An Emerging Hub for the Health Industry in 
Africa
Au cours des deux dernières décennies, le Maroc s’est Over 
the past two decades, Morocco has steadily established 
itself as one of the leading pharmaceutical hubs on the 
African continent. Backed by more than sixty years of in-
dustrial experience, regulations aligned with international 
standards, and a proactive policy on health sovereignty, 
the national pharmaceutical industry today constitutes a 
strategic lever for economic development.

The Kingdom is now the second-largest producer of me-
dicines in Africa and ranks among the leading pharma-
ceutical players in the MENA region. The sector comprises 
more than 50 pharmaceutical manufacturing plants, ca-
pable of producing nearly 450 million boxes of medicines 
per year, covering approximately 58% of national market 
needs. This industrial base is supported by a particularly 
dynamic network of national and international laborato-
ries, including Sothema, Pharma 5, Cooper Pharma, La-
prophan, Maphar and Sanofi Maroc.

Beyond production for the domestic market, Moroccan 
companies are steadily expanding their exports to West 
Africa, Central Africa, the Middle East and certain Euro-
pean markets. This momentum is supported by the free 
trade agreements concluded by the Kingdom, the quality 
of its logistics infrastructure, and its geographic proximity 
to both European and African markets.

The COVID-19 crisis marked an important step in this evo-
lution. Morocco accelerated its health sovereignty stra-
tegy by investing in local vaccine manufacturing, bio-
technology and pharmaceutical production capacity. 
Industrial projects launched in recent years aim to reduce 
dependence on imports while positioning the Kingdom 
as a regional production and export platform serving the 
African continent.

At the same time, the 
rollout of universal Com-
pulsory Health Insurance 
(AMO) is expected to 
boost domestic demand 
for medicines and health 
services, thereby enhan-
cing the attractiveness of 
the Moroccan market to 
investors. Combined with 
industrial policy, this reform is helping to make health a 
strategic sector for the Kingdom’s economic diversifica-
tion.

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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tions, businesses, universities and 
research centres. Public-private 
partnerships, infrastructure deve-
lopment, the harmonization of 

regulatory frameworks and sup-
port for innovation will be essen-
tial conditions for accelerating this 
transformation.

In this dynamic, trade and invest-
ment will play a decisive role. By 
facilitating the exchange of phar-
maceutical products, medical de-
vices, health technologies and rela-
ted services, member countries will 
be able to strengthen their health 
security while boosting their eco-
nomic growth.

ICDT intends to support this 
momentum by promoting trade, 
productive investment and par-
tnerships between public and pri-
vate actors. By placing health at 
the heart of economic integration, 
OIC countries today have a unique 
opportunity to build a more inno-
vative, more resilient and more 
competitive sector, in service of 
sustainable development and the 
well-being of their populations. 

 Sources : 
•World Health Organization (2024): 
Global Spending on Health: 
Emerging from the Pandemic, 
Geneva, 154p.
•World Health Organization 
(2025): Global Health Expenditure 
Database (GHED), Global Health 
Observatory Database.

2nd		L  argest producer of medicines in Africa
5th		L  argest producer in the MENA region
54		P  harmaceutical manufacturing plants
450 M		  Boxes of medicines produced per year
58%		O  f national needs covered by local production
80,000		  Jobs generated by the sector
USD 2.3 Bn	 Sector revenue (2024)
+4% / year	A verage market growth
87%		O  f sector companies are based 
		  in the Casablanca–Settat region
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«Health is not a social cost; it is an investment 
in human capital »

Latifa El Bouabdellaoui, Director General of ICDT
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The Regional Forum on Investment in the Health Sector in Nouakchott

The Event Shaping the Future 
of the African Pharmaceutical Industry

The African pharmaceutical industry stands at a decisive turning point in its history, and the 
investors and industry players who position themselves in this market today will be tomorrow’s 
leaders. With more than 1.4 billion inhabitants, sustained demographic growth, rapid urbaniza-
tion, and rising demand for medicines and health products, the continent represents one of the 
most promising markets in the world. 

Yet more than 70% of the medi-
cines consumed in Africa are still 
imported. While this dependency 
undoubtedly poses a major chal-
lenge for health systems, it above 
all represents one of the most signi-
ficant industrial and pharmaceuti-
cal investment opportunities of the 
decade.

It is within this context that the 
Islamic Centre for Development of 
Trade (ICDT), a subsidiary body of 
the Organisation of Islamic Coope-
ration (OIC), is organizing, in par-
tnership with the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank (IsDB) and the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the 
Regional Health Investment Fo-
rum 2026 (RHIF 2026), on 13–14 
July 2026 in Nouakchott, Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania. 

A Strategic Gathering for 
Decision-Makers and Investors

The Forum has been designed as a 
platform for action and networking 
aimed at accelerating investment 
in the health and pharmaceutical 
industry sectors within OIC mem-
ber countries.

Over the course of two days, public 
decision-makers, investors, indus-
try players, financial institutions, 
and international organizations 
will come together to identify 
concrete partnership and invest-
ment opportunities.

The Forum will bring together, 
among others:
• Ministers of Health and senior 
government officials from 57 

countries
• Institutional investors, invest-
ment funds, and development 
banks
• Pharmaceutical laboratories and 
manufacturers
• Hospital groups and healthcare 
operators

100 
exhibitors and partners

More than 10 000 
visitors are expected 

visiteurs attendus

57
participating countries

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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• Companies specializing in bio-
technology and digital health
• Investment promotion agencies 
and regulatory bodies

A Program Centered on the 
Sector’s Strategic Priorities
The Forum will offer a high-level 
program structured around the key 
issues shaping the sustainable deve-
lopment of pharmaceutical indus-
tries and health systems in Africa. 
Discussions will focus notably on:
• Developing local production of 
medicines and vaccines, in order to 
strengthen health sovereignty and 
reduce dependence on imports
• ntegrating regional pharmaceu-
tical value chains, with a view to 
boosting industrialization, intra-
African trade, and sector competi-
tiveness
• Convergence of regulatory fra-
meworks, to improve the quality 
of health products, facilitate their 
circulation, and strengthen market 
confidence
• Mobilizing investment and pu-
blic-private partnerships, in order 
to accelerate the development of 
infrastructure, innovation, and pro-
duction capacity
• Improving access to quality 
health products and medical inno-
vation, for the benefit of African 
populations

Concrete Partnership 
and Investment Opportunities
Beyond conferences and round 
tables, the Forum will serve as a 
premier platform for connecting 
public decision-makers, industry 
players, investors, and financial ins-
titutions. Participants will notably 
have the opportunity to:
• Take part in targeted B2B mee-
tings
• Present their projects to investors, 
investment funds, and financial ins-
titutions
• Establish strategic partnerships 
with public and private sector ac-
tors

• Engage directly with regulatory 
authorities, investment promotion 
agencies, and government deci-
sion-makers
• Identify funding, investment, and 
cooperation opportunities for the 
development of the pharmaceuti-
cal and health sector in Africa

Why Mauritania?
Located at the crossroads of the 
Maghreb and West Africa, Mauri-
tania occupies a privileged geostra-
tegic position connecting several 
high-potential markets.
The reforms undertaken in recent 
years, the continuous improve-
ment of the business climate, and 
the authorities’ determination to 
promote private investment make 
the country an increasingly attrac-
tive destination for international 
investors.

The Forum will thus offer a unique 
opportunity to discover the oppor-
tunities available in Mauritania 
and to explore its growing role as 
a regional business and investment 
hub.

A Call to Action for African 
Nations
The transformation of African 
health systems is already underway. 
The investments made today will 
determine the continent’s ability to 
meet the needs of its populations 
and build a competitive, innova-
tive, and resilient pharmaceutical 
industry.

This Forum offers a unique oppor-
tunity to meet the sector’s leading 
decision-makers, identify new 
business opportunities, and contri-
bute to shaping tomorrow’s health 
ecosystem.

On 13–14 July 2026, Nouakchott 
will bring together the investors, 
industry players, and decision-ma-
kers shaping the future of health in 
Africa. Be there!  

special report Health: A New Engine of Growth and Economic Integration in OIC Countries
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The International Digital 
Order at a Crossroads at 
the 14th WTO Ministerial 
Conference

The outcome of the latest WTO Ministerial Conference comes as no surprise given the geopo-
litical context, set against the backdrop of the war in the Strait of Hormuz and the divisions 
within the international community in the face of this crisis—divisions that reveal fault lines 
between the Global South and the West on one hand, and, on the other, the near-complete rup-
ture between Europe and the United States. 

Among the topics discussed at 
the Conference were institutional 
reform and the recurring issues 
of agricultural subsidies and the 
extension of the moratorium on 
electronic transactions and e-com-
merce (software, streaming, e-
books, etc.).
Indeed, the architecture of the glo-
bal digital order also rests on une-

qual exchange. In the past, the Glo-
bal South exported raw materials 
and imported manufactured goods; 
today, it exports raw data while di-
gital value is captured by the domi-
nant centers. The figures are stark: 
cloud giants (Amazon, Microsoft, 
Google) control more than 60% 
of the global market, while Africa, 
home to 17% of the world’s popu-

lation, holds only 2% of the pla-
net’s data storage capacity. African 
data is transmitted, processed, and 
governed elsewhere, reproducing 
structural dependency in an imma-
terial form. This is the new face of 
unequal exchange and dependency 
theory—first developed by Latin 
American economists, including 
institutional proponent Raúl Pre-

By Professor El Hassane HZAINE
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bisch, former Executive Secretary 
of ECLAC, and later taken up by 
their African counterparts, notably 
the Egyptian Samir Amin and the 
Moroccan Aziz Belal. The medium 
has changed; the underlying logic 
remains. In this context, digital 
nationalism is becoming a historic 
imperative for the South: to break 
unequal digital exchange, regain 
control over data, build local eco-
systems, and turn vulnerability into 
collective strength. But an impera-
tive requires a diagnosis. And a dia-
gnosis requires a tool.

The Invisible Chains of Digital 
Dependency
To understand digital vulnerability, 
we developed a proto-barometer: 
the Cloud Coercion Resilience 
Index (CCRI), calibrated across 30 
countries, which explains 87% of 
the variance in cloud coercion risk 
and 74% of vulnerability to cybe-
rattacks. The CCRI is built on four 
factors:

1. First, the CSI (Cloud Soverei-
gnty Index) measures the degree of 
national control over cloud infras-
tructure: data center ownership, 

data localization laws, regulatory 
oversight, and continuity plans. 
The higher the CSI, the harder it is 
for an external provider to cut off 
access.

2. Second, the CAI (Cloud Alle-
giance Index) assesses provider 
diversification: relying on a single 
American or Chinese giant is a 
structural weakness.

3. The third factor, the MI (Misali-
gnment Index), measures the gap 
between what a country believes 
it controls and what it actually 
controls—an index of digital self-
delusion.

4. Finally, Cyber_Edu captures the 
human factor: the training of citi-
zens and public officials in digital 
security.

A score close to 100 signals critical 
vulnerability; below 30 indicates 
genuine resilience. Most countries 
of the Global South fall somewhere 
in the middle range. The empiri-
cal analysis yields clear findings. 
Digital sovereignty is the strongest 
shield: every 10-point gain in the 

CSI reduces cloud coercion risk 
by 6.5 points. Misalignment acts 
as a risk multiplier: every 10-point 
gain in the MI increases vulnerabi-
lity by 5.5 points. Beyond a certain 
threshold, the MI automatically 
adds 8 to 18 points of vulnerability. 
Cyber-education is only effective 
as a solution when infrastructure 
keeps pace: it works fully only once 
the CSI exceeds 55. The geopoli-
tical context amplifies all of these 
effects: in conflict zones, soverei-
gnty offers twice the protective 
effect. The most striking finding is 
that Cyber-Edu carries the same 
protective weight as the CSI (0.38 
in absolute value). Improving trai-
ning therefore has as much impact 
as building infrastructure at lower 
cost and greater speed.
 
The Three Determinants of 
Countries’ Positions at the 
WTO
Analysis of 73 countries represen-
ting 98% of global GDP reveals that 
three key thresholds determine a 
state’s position on the e-commerce 
moratorium and the extension of 
the ITA at the WTO. If any one 
of these thresholds is not met, the 
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country cannot support liberaliza-
tion. The correlation between the 
full model and observed positions 
reaches 0.93, with a predictive ac-
curacy of 93.2%.

First threshold: net technological 
advantage (V_tech = CSI − MI). 
This ratio measures a country’s 
capacity to compete in the digital 
sector. The data reveal a clear thres-
hold: above 25, a country supports 
liberalization; below 10, it opposes 
it; between 10 and 25, its position 
is conditional. Finland, with a V_
tech of +65, firmly supports libe-
ralization. Ukraine, with a V_tech 
of −1, is structurally opposed. The 
correlation with observed WTO 
positions is 0.87, and this single 
indicator alone explains 76% of the 
variance in national positions.

Second threshold: institutional go-
vernance (V_gouv = Cyber_Edu 
× CERT). Technology alone is 
not enough; the institutions that 
manage it are equally decisive. The 
CERT (Computer Emergency 
Response Team) is rated from 1 to 
3 based on its operational capacity. 
The observed thresholds mirror 
those of the first lock: above 150, 
a country supports liberalization; 
below 100, it opposes it. South 
Korea, with a V_gouv of 216, has 
world-class institutions. Iran, with 
a V_gouv of 25, has no functioning 
CERT.

Third threshold: perceived risk 
(V_risk). This is a composite score 
with four levels: LOW, MODE-
RATE, HIGH, CRITICAL. No 
country with a CRITICAL risk 
level supports the moratorium, 
regardless of its scores on the first 
two thresholds. Russia, Iran, and 
Ukraine all share a CRITICAL risk 
rating and structural opposition. 
This threshold functions as a veto: 
when risk is HIGH or CRITICAL, 
the first two thresholds become 
moot.

WTO MC14: The 
Moratorium Expires, Three 
Coalitions Emerge
The WTO’s 14th Ministerial 
Conference, held in Yaoundé 
from 26 to 30 March 2026, ended 
in failure on digital issues (ICC, 
2026). The moratorium expi-
red for lack of consensus. Three 
distinct institutional responses 
emerged, reflecting three dif-
ferent threshold profiles.

- The Declaration of the 23 
(2 April 2026): Twenty-three 
countries issued a joint declara-
tion to voluntarily maintain the 
practice of not imposing customs 
duties on electronic transmis-
sions among themselves until the 
General Council meeting in May 
2026 (UK Parliament, 2026). Si-
gnatories include Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, the United 
States, Japan, Mexico, Norway, 
New Zealand, Paraguay, Peru, 
the United Kingdom, Singapore, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Ukraine, the European Union 
(representing its 27 member 
states), Uruguay, and Vietnam.

- The 66-Member ECA Agree-
ment (28 March 2026): Sixty-six 
countries, representing nearly 
70% of global trade, announced 
the conclusion of the Electronic 
Commerce Agreement (ECA), 
established outside the WTO fra-
mework (Third World Network, 
2026). Led by Australia, Japan, 
and Singapore, it sets out perma-
nent disciplines on data flows, 
data non-localization, online 
consumer protection, cyberse-
curity, and a permanent ban on 
customs duties on electronic 
transmissions among signatories. 
Signatories include China, the 
United Kingdom, the European 
Union, Canada, and the United 
Arab Emirates. Notable absentees 
include the United States, India, 

South Africa, Indonesia, Mo-
rocco, Egypt, and Tunisia.

- The Non-Aligned: A third group 
of countries, including India, 
South Africa, Indonesia, Morocco, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Iran, and Russia, 
joined neither the Declaration of 
the 23 nor the ECA. Their posi-
tion: preserving national policy 
space to develop their own digital 
industries.
Cross-analysis of the two coa-
litions emerging from MC14 
— the Declaration of the 23 (a 
transitional moratorium) and the 
66-member ECA (a permanent 
framework) — empirically vali-
dates the CCRI Triple Threshold 
model. The fundamental simila-
rities between the two coalitions 
confirm the model. No country 
with a V_tech below 10 (apart 
from Ukraine, which benefits 
from an explicit national security 
exemption) appears in either coa-
lition. No country with a V_gouv 
below 100 (apart from Ukraine) 
appears in either. Countries with 
HIGH or CRITICAL V_risk — 
India, South Africa, Indonesia, 
Iran, Russia — are consistently ab-
sent from both coalitions. Conver-
sely, all countries meeting all three 
thresholds — what the model 
terms «digital sovereigns» — are 
present in both coalitions: Austra-
lia, Canada, Japan, Norway, New 
Zealand, the United Kingdom, 
Singapore, Switzerland, the Euro-
pean Union, South Korea, and 
Taiwan.

It is worth noting that five African 
countries (Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Mauritius, Gambia, Côte d’Ivoire) 
are part of the ECA but absent 
from the Declaration of the 23, as 
the ECA includes technical assis-
tance and capacity-building pro-
visions that the Declaration of the 
23 does not. This underscores the 
importance of establishing a spe-
cial status for digitally vulnerable 
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countries to encourage their ac-
cession to plurilateral agreements 
on digital trade issues, which are 
conducted through various modes 
of service supply — in particular 
Mode 1 (cross-border supply) and 
Modes 3 and 4 (respectively, com-
mercial presence and the move-
ment of natural persons, such as 
IT consulting and expertise).

Thus, the model identifies three 
cumulative conditions for a 
country to take part in a digital li-
beralization dynamic at the WTO. 
First, it needs a net technological 
advantage (V_tech) of at least 10 
— with Ukraine having shown 
that an explicit safeguard clause 
can, exceptionally, substitute for 
this. Second, it needs institutional 
governance (V_gouv) of at least 
100, meaning a minimum level of 
CERT capacity combined with suf-
ficient cyber-education. Finally, 
its perceived risk (V_risk) must 
not exceed the MODERATE level. 
If any one of these three condi-
tions is not met, the country’s par-
ticipation is structurally excluded. 
The excluded countries are always 
the same: those for whom one of 
the thresholds remains stubbornly 
closed — either their technology 
is too weak, their institutions too 
fragile, or the risk simply too high.
The 23-country and 66-country 
coalitions are therefore two 
expressions of the same under-
lying reality: clubs of «lockable» 
countries — those meeting all 
three cumulative conditions for 
openness: sufficient technological 
advantage (V_tech ≥ 10, barring 
a safeguard clause), minimal ins-
titutional governance (V_gouv ≥ 
100), and moderate-to-low per-
ceived risk. Their differences are 
strategic variations — choice of 
forum, accession timeline, inclu-
sion of flexibilities or technical as-
sistance — layered on top of a sha-
red structural foundation. Those 
excluded are always the countries 

for whom one of the thresholds 
remains closed: V_tech too low, 
V_gouv too weak, or V_risk too 
high. In short, the fragmentation 
observed after MC14 is not chao-
tic at all. It is, almost mathemati-
cally, a reflection of how techno-
logical, institutional, and security 
capacities are distributed across 
the world. Some countries are able 
to move forward. Others, for now, 
remain stuck — not for lack of 
will, but simply because they lack 
the means.

The South-South Path and 
Digital Bandung
Faced with this fragmentation, 
South-South cooperation offers 
an alternative. As the South 
Centre notes, digital sovereignty 
cannot simply be declared  it must 
be built step by step, threshold 
by threshold. A joint report by 
UNOSSC and the FCSSC adds 
that Southern countries are now 
at the forefront of digital trans-
formation, though the challenges 
remain immense: limited digital 
inclusion, the absence of formal 
digital identities, insufficient regu-
latory frameworks, digital literacy 
gaps, and limited resources for 
cybersecurity. The idea of a «Digi-
tal Bandung» a coalition of Afri-
can, Asian, and Latin American 
countries working to harmonize 
their regulations, negotiate collec-
tively with cloud giants, and build 
shared infrastructure is gaining 
momentum.

At recent academic and diploma-
tic forums in Southeast Asia, the 
call for a «Digital Bandung» has 
been renewed. As Ignacio Ortiz 
Vila stated at the 7th Congress of 
Indonesianists (November 2025), 
digital sovereignty is not a luxury 
but a necessity, and the Global 
South must move from being a 
passive recipient of global norms 
to becoming an active architect of 
a fairer digital order. Indonesian 

Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Arrmanatha Christiawan Nasir 
summed up the urgency, noting 
that multilateralism is in retreat 
and protectionism is often repla-
cing collective interest, while the 
spirit of Bandung continues to ins-
pire the Global South as the voice 
of the marginalized.

A Recomposition Underway
The international digital order is 
being reshaped before our eyes. 
MC14 was the stage for this re-
composition: the moratorium 
lapsed for lack of consensus; 23 
countries maintained a transitio-
nal arrangement; 66 countries 
adopted a permanent agreement 
outside the WTO framework; 
and a handful of African countries 
chose to remain outside both 
in order to preserve their policy 
space. The three-threshold model 
empirically validates these posi-
tions. The countries participating 
in liberalization are precisely those 
that have crossed the minimum 
thresholds on all three fronts: a 
net technological advantage of at 
least 10, institutional governance 
of at least 100, and a perceived risk 
no higher than moderate. Those 
excluded are the ones for whom 
one of these thresholds remains 
closed — V_tech too low, V_gouv 
too weak, or V_risk too high.

In conclusion, it can be said that 
the fragmentation observed after 
MC14 is not a defeat in itself; 
rather, it is the institutional reflec-
tion of the unequal distribution 
of technological, institutional, 
and security capacities across the 
world. The question is no longer 
whether Global South countries 
will chart their own course el-
sewhere — the question is what 
kind of order they will build to-
gether, and whether that order 
will be multipolar, equitable, and 
freed from the monopoly over 
data. 
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FADIMA DIAWARA
A VOICE HEARD FAR BEYOND 

HER BORDERS

With a background in law and an MBA in Digital Entrepreneurship, Fadima Diawara conti-
nues to deepen her legal expertise today because building sustainable systems re-
quires mastering the frameworks that govern them. It is this rare combination strate-
gic vision, grassroots grounding, and legal and entrepreneurial expertise  that makes 
her an essential voice on issues of digital sovereignty, education, and innovation in Africa.

Success Stories on Women’s and Youth Entrepreneurship

«I am looking for strategic 
allies who share this urgency 

to act in Africa.»
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Fadima Diawara is the founder of 
Kunfabo and co-founder of Future 
Seeds for Africa. Her leadership 
extends well beyond her own ven-
tures, reaching across the borders of 
the African continent. As President 
of the Francophone Africa Cluster 
within the Citiverse Council, she 
leads the regional strategy on arti-
ficial intelligence, digital sovereign-
ty, and women’s empowerment in 
STEAM fields a role that requires 
her to move fluidly between the 
technological, political, and aca-
demic spheres, drawing on twenty 
years of hands-on experience. As a 
member of the Board of Directors 
of the Agricultural Development 
Fund (FODA), she contributes to 
bridging technological innovation 
and rural development  two worlds 
many see as opposites, but which 
she views as two sides of the same 
transformation.

The «Kunfabo» Saga
In 2017, Fadima Diawara did so-
mething almost no one believed 
possible: she launched Kunfabo — 
a smartphone brand designed for 
Africans. In doing so, she officially 
became the first African woman 
to found a smartphone brand. In 
2020, this pioneering achievement 
was recognized when Kunfabo 
won the award for most original 
startup of the year in Spain, and 

in 2025, Forbes Africa named her 
among the continent’s 50 most 
inspiring women — a recognition 
that speaks, better than any speech 
could, to the scale and legitimacy 
of her impact.

From Technology to 
Transmission: «Future Seeds 
for Africa»
Determined to continue making 
an impact across the continent and 
to develop human capital, Fadima 
Diawara drew on the experience 
she had gained through Kunfabo 
to launch Future Seeds for Africa. 
This continent-wide technology 
and education venture is built 
around five interconnected pillars 
that together drive a lasting trans-
formation:

❶ Infrastructure — SeedNode 
One. At the heart of the initia-
tive lies an innovation unmatched 
anywhere on the continent: a local 
AI architecture combining mo-
dels optimized to run without the 
cloud, vetted educational content, 
safety filters, and a response logic 
tailored to the educational context. 
Functional without a permanent 
connection and updated via USB 
key, SD card, or occasional syn-
cing, SeedNode One rests on a 
simple conviction: learning should 
not depend on connectivity.

❷ Learning — The AALI Plat-
form. The Africa AI Literacy 
Initiative offers guided learning 
paths and micro-learning content 
carefully tailored to African reali-
ties, challenges, and languages 
— finally making AI accessible to 
those for whom it had long remai-
ned a distant abstraction.

❸ Teachers — Champions on the 
Ground. No technology will ever 
replace the human element. Trai-
ning and certifying educators lies 
at the very heart of Future Seeds’ 
impact. They are the ones driving 
this transition every day, in every 
classroom, in every school.

❹ Participation — the Africa AI 
Challenge. Through the STEAM 
methodology and hands-on ro-
botics projects, African children 
are no longer mere recipients of 
knowledge — they become crea-
tors, researchers, and inventors, 
actively participating, exploring, 
and building.

❺ Talent — Pathways to Excel-
lence. Intensive mentoring, boot-
camps, and strategic guidance: 
Future Seeds is propelling the 
next generation of African lea-
ders toward the opportunities of 
the future. The talent was already 
there — what was missing was a 
system to bring it to light.

Through Future Seeds for Africa, 
Fadima Diawara aims to build a 
strategic coalition with Minis-
tries of Education, pioneering 
private-sector schools, and major 
international institutions — the 
African Development Bank, 
the World Bank, UNESCO, 
UNICEF, the ITU, the Smart 
Africa Alliance, the OIF, the 
GPE, and the AU Development 
Agency (AUDA-NEPAD) — to 
build the educational infras-
tructure that will shape Africa’s 
future. 
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G7 Summit in Évian, France

France hosted the G7 Summit in Évian-les-Bains from 15 to 17 June 2026, bringing together its mem-
ber countries: the United States, France, the United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, Italy, and Japan. 

This major gathering allowed lea-
ders to discuss key international 
challenges, notably economic 
growth, global security, climate 
change, and health issues. Held 
under the French presidency, dis-
cussions centered on the need to 
strengthen multilateral coopera-
tion amid an international context 
marked by persistent geopolitical 
tensions, economic uncertainty, 
and the accelerating effects of cli-
mate change.

On this occasion, member 
countries reaffirmed their commit-
ment to a more resilient and inclu-
sive global economy and discussed 
several important issues, including 
supply chain stability, the energy 
transition, technological innova-

tion, and the development of arti-
ficial intelligence within an ethical 
and secure framework. The fight 
against climate change was also 
central to the talks. Participants 
stressed the urgency of accelerating 
investment in renewable energy, 
strengthening climate finance me-
chanisms for developing countries, 
and supporting international 
efforts to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

On the security front, leaders ad-
dressed regional crises and empha-
sized the importance of diplomatic 
dialogue, respect for international 
law, and strengthened cooperation 
mechanisms to address transnatio-
nal threats. Regarding the health 
sector, they recommended drawing 

on the lessons of recent health 
crises and improving prevention, 
preparedness, and response capaci-
ties for future pandemics.

At the conclusion of the mee-
ting, G7 countries adopted a 
joint declaration reaffirming their 
commitment to working together 
to promote sustainable growth, 
strengthen international security, 
and jointly address the global chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

Although only a few OIC countries 
were invited as partners to this 
Summit, the topics discussed are of 
major interest to the Islamic world 
as a whole, notably global food se-
curity, climate, energy, artificial in-
telligence, and regional conflicts. 

Regional & International News
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GITEX Africa Morocco 2026
The 2026 edition of GITEX Africa, the continent’s largest technology and innovation exhibition, 
brought together thousands of participants from Africa and around the world in Marrakech, 
including government officials, business leaders, investors, startups, and digital experts, 
among them participants from numerous OIC countries.

Held from 7 to 9 April 2026, the 
event served as a platform for dis-
cussion on the major technological 
trends shaping the continent’s fu-
ture. Discussions focused notably 
on artificial intelligence, digital 
transformation, cybersecurity, 
cloud computing, fintech, digital 
health, and digital infrastructure.

Artificial intelligence emerged 
as one of the key themes of this 
year’s edition. In this regard, parti-
cipants stressed the importance of 
developing national and regional 
strategies to promote responsible 
and inclusive AI adoption, while 
strengthening digital skills and lo-
cal innovation.

Support for African startups also 
took center stage in the discussions. 
Numerous young, innovative com-
panies presented their solutions 
across a range of fields, including 
finance, agriculture, health, educa-
tion, and digital services. Investors in 
attendance highlighted the growing 
potential of the African tech ecosys-
tem, despite persistent challenges re-
lated to financing and market access.

On this occasion, governments 
and private sector actors empha-
sized the need to accelerate the 
digital transformation of admi-
nistrations and businesses in 
order to boost competitiveness, 
foster financial inclusion, and 
improve access to public ser-
vices. Issues related to cyberse-
curity and digital sovereignty 
also featured prominently among 
the priority topics discussed. 
Experts called for strengthened 
regional cooperation to better 

protect critical infrastructure 
and address the evolving lands-
cape of cyber threats.

It should be noted that several 
partnerships and cooperation 
agreements were announced 
during the event, reflecting the 
determination of public and pri-
vate sector actors alike to make 
digital technology a major driver 
of growth, innovation, and sus-
tainable development across the 
continent. 

Regional & International News
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Africa CEO Forum — Kigali
Held in Kigali on 14–15 May 2026, the Africa CEO Forum brought together more than 2,800 par-
ticipants, including heads of state, African business leaders and investors, as well as several 
representatives from OIC countries and institutions. Discussions focused on industrialization, 
African economic integration, the energy transition, and public-private partnerships. 

The discussions focused on indus-
trialization, African economic inte-
gration, the energy transition, and 
public-private partnerships. Held 
under the theme «Grow or Fail,» 
this year’s edition placed at the 
heart of the debates the imperative 
of pooling resources and potential 
and moving forward together to 
improve the continent’s economic 
competitiveness. In a world marked 
by trade fragmentation, shifting 
capital flows, the emergence of 
new economic blocs, and growing 
challenges to multilateralism, 
participants reaffirmed a central 
conviction: Africa must overcome 
the fragmentation of its markets, 
capital, and regulatory frameworks 
in order to build continental cham-
pions capable of carrying real 
weight in global value chains.

On this occasion, discussions 
focused notably on accelerating 
industrialization, strengthening in-
frastructure, the energy transition, 

and digital transformation. Spea-
kers emphasized the importance 
of creating an investment-friendly 
environment to drive innovation, 
support small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), and foster job 
creation, particularly for young 
people. The African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) also 
featured prominently in the discus-
sions. African leaders and private 
sector actors stressed the need to 
accelerate its implementation in 
order to boost intra-African trade, 
improve the competitiveness of the 
continent’s businesses, and conso-
lidate regional economic integra-
tion.

This year’s edition once again 
confirmed the central role of the 
Africa CEO Forum, which has esta-
blished itself as a key platform for 
mobilizing investment and accele-
rating the continent’s development. 
During the Forum, nearly $2 billion 
in deals, partnerships, and memo-

randums of understanding were 
signed by several major groups, in-
cluding the Rwanda Development 
Board (RDB), Equity Bank, VISA, 
Spiro, Elsewedy, UNICEF, APIEX 
(Benin), BNETD, Access Bank, 
BOAD, Shelter Afrique Develop-
ment Bank, Baobab, NMB Bank, 
and Zaria Group. These commit-
ments span a wide range of sectors, 
including infrastructure, energy, 
finance, agriculture, industry, and 
digital technology, and aim to 
accelerate productive investment, 
facilitate cross-border projects, 
strengthen market integration, and 
mobilize African capital to drive 
growth across the continent.

At the close of the Forum, parti-
cipants reaffirmed their commit-
ment to strengthening cooperation 
between governments, businesses, 
and investors in order to make the 
private sector a key driver of pros-
perity and sustainable develop-
ment in Africa.  
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Spring Meetings of the IMF 
and the World Bank
What’s at Stake for OIC Countries

The Spring Meetings of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank Group, held 
in Washington from 13 to 19 April 2026, brought together the leading players in international 
finance against a backdrop of moderate global growth, persistent geopolitical tensions, and 
mounting sustainable development challenges. For a week, finance ministers, central bank go-
vernors, heads of multilateral institutions, and private sector representatives discussed major 
global economic issues, notably financial stability and the effects of climate change.

During these meetings, debt and 
development financing were at the 
center of discussions. In this re-
gard, the IMF and the World Bank 
reaffirmed their commitment to 
supporting countries facing fiscal 
difficulties through concessional 
financing mechanisms, technical 
assistance programs, and debt res-
tructuring initiatives. The Bretton 
Woods institutions also stressed 
the need to increase investment in 
infrastructure, education, health, 
and the energy transition in order 
to achieve the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals (SDGs).

For OIC countries, the outcomes 
of the Spring Meetings carry par-
ticular significance, as several 
OIC member states face high debt 
levels and substantial financing 
needs. The IMF and World Bank’s 
commitments to enhanced sup-
port could give these countries ac-
cess to greater resources to finance 
their development priorities. 
Moreover, as part of their broader 
development strategies, many OIC 
countries are pursuing economic 
diversification to reduce their de-
pendence on raw materials; World 

Bank programs in infrastructure, 
digital transformation, and private 
sector development could help 
accelerate this transition.

On the issue of climate change, 
OIC countries are particularly 
exposed, whether through deser-
tification, drought, flooding, or 
rising sea levels. Discussions on 
climate finance at these meetings 
pave the way for greater mobiliza-
tion of resources dedicated to cli-
mate adaptation and resilience. On 
another front, debates on digital 
transformation, artificial intelli-
gence, and cybersecurity also open 
up new prospects for countries 
seeking to modernize their econo-

mies, improve public services, and 
strengthen their competitiveness.

In conclusion, the IMF and World 
Bank Spring Meetings represent, 
for OIC countries, an opportunity 
to strengthen partnerships with 
international financial institutions, 
while also promoting South-South 
cooperation initiatives in areas 
such as Islamic finance, food secu-
rity, energy, and sustainable deve-
lopment.

It is worth recalling that all these 
meetings share a common goal: 
strengthening partnerships and 
ensuring sustainable development 
for all.  

Regional & International News
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PAKISTAN STRENGTHENS 
ITS POSITION AS A GLOBAL 
AEROSPACE EXPORTER THROUGH 
EXPANDING SOUTH-SOUTH 
PARTNERSHIPS

The growing interest in Pakis-
tan’s JF-17 fighter jet reflects 
a broader transformation 
of global defense markets, 
in which emerging economies 
are deepening technological 
cooperation and expanding 
their access to advanced 
capabilities.

Recent discussions between Mo-
rocco and Pakistan regarding the 
potential acquisition of JF-17 figh-
ter jets highlight a growing trend 
toward South-South cooperation 
in strategic, high-value-added in-
dustries. Beyond a simple procu-
rement process, these exchanges 
illustrate how emerging economies 
are increasingly engaging in tech-
nological partnerships that com-
bine industrial development, trai-
ning, and know-how transfer.

The JF-17, developed through col-
laboration between Pakistan and 
China, has drawn international 
attention as a versatile, cost-effec-
tive multirole aircraft. Its growing 
visibility in global markets reflects 
the ability of emerging countries 
to design and produce competitive 
aerospace solutions tailored to the 
operational and financial realities 
of intermediate economies. For 
countries pursuing modernization 
efforts, these platforms offer access 
to advanced capabilities while pre-
serving a degree of flexibility in 
long-term acquisition and mainte-
nance.

This development is part of a broa-
der shift in the global aerospace 
ecosystem. Historically, access to 
advanced aviation technologies 
was concentrated among a small 
number of suppliers, often tied to 
specific geopolitical alignments. 
Today, new industrial hubs such 
as Pakistan’s National Aerospace 
Science and Technology Park  are 
helping to build local expertise, 
foster innovation, and support the 
emergence of integrated defense 
ecosystems.

For Morocco, ongoing discussions 
with Pakistan are part of a broa-
der strategy of diversifying par-
tnerships and strengthening tech-
nical cooperation across several 
areas, including training, cyberse-
curity, and industrial development. 
The memorandum of understan-
ding recently signed between the 
two countries reflects a compre-
hensive approach that goes beyond 
the mere acquisition of equipment, 
placing emphasis on capacity buil-
ding and long-term collaboration.

Furthermore, Pakistan’s positio-
ning as an exporter of aerospace 
solutions underscores the growing 
role of emerging economies in 
shaping global value chains. With 
export agreements reaching signi-
ficant volumes and growing inte-
rest from Africa, the Middle East, 
and Southeast Asia, the country is 
contributing to a more diversified 
and accessible defense market.

This dynamic opens up new pros-
pects for member countries of the 
Organisation of Islamic Coope-
ration (OIC), whose shared prio-
rities in industrialization, skills 
development, and technologi-
cal sovereignty can be advanced 
through strategic partnerships. By 
combining affordability, adaptabi-
lity, and collaborative frameworks, 
such initiatives support the deve-
lopment of resilient ecosystems 
capable of sustaining long-term 
growth.

Ultimately, the expansion of aeros-
pace cooperation among emerging 
economies reflects a structural 
transformation, in which innova-
tion, partnership, and mutual de-
velopment are redefining access 
to advanced technologies and 
strengthening economic ties across 
the Global South.

Source: Responsible Statecraft, 
Al Jazeera, Yabiladi
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CAMEROON EXPANDS SME 
FINANCING THROUGH BLENDED 
INSTRUMENTS AND FINANCIAL 
INNOVATION

New financing mechanisms 
combining public funds, gua-
rantees, and emerging market 
instruments are reshaping 
access to capital for Came-
roonian SMEs, with a parti-
cular focus on inclusion, 
risk reduction, and private 
sector development.

Cameroon is implementing a mul-
ti-tiered strategy aimed at impro-
ving access to financing for small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs), combining targeted 
public initiatives, international 
partnerships, and financial inno-
vation. These efforts reflect a broa-
der ambition to strengthen the 
productive sector while addres-
sing the long-standing structural 
constraints affecting SME finan-
cing.

At the national level, the Caisse 
des Dépôts et Consignations 
(CDEC) has launched a pilot pro-
gram worth 5 billion CFA francs, 
specifically aimed at SMEs led by 
young entrepreneurs and women. 
This initiative seeks to test a new 
financing mechanism by relying 
on selected financial institutions 
responsible for distributing funds 
according to defined performance 
conditions. By introducing ac-
countability requirements and de-
tailed reporting, the program aims 
to close a common gap between 
announced financing and its ac-
tual disbursement.

This approach is reinforced by risk-
sharing mechanisms. A memoran-
dum of understanding signed with 
the African Guarantee Fund intro-
duces a guarantee component desi-
gned to reduce the perceived risk 
associated with lending to SMEs. 
By easing concerns related to col-
lateral and creditworthiness, this 
model is expected to encourage 
broader participation by financial 
institutions and improve the flow 
of credit to underserved segments.

At the regional and international 
levels, additional financing is being 
mobilized. The African Develop-
ment Bank has approved a €25 
million trade finance facility for 
Crédit Communautaire d’Afrique 
Bank (CCA-Bank), enabling it 
to expand its support for SMEs 
through transactional guarantees. 
This mechanism facilitates the im-
port of equipment in key sectors 
such as industry, agro-industry, and 
telecommunications, while offe-
ring risk coverage of up to 100% for 
trade finance instruments. This ini-
tiative is expected to strengthen the 
operational capacity of local banks 
and support job creation through 
increased economic activity.

Alongside these efforts, financial 
market reforms are opening up new 
financing channels. The Central 
African Financial Market Supervi-
sory Commission (COSUMAF) 
is preparing to launch a regulated 
crowdfunding framework across 

the CEMAC region. This invest-
ment-based—rather than dona-
tion-based—model aims to broa-
den access to capital by leveraging 
digital platforms, while ensuring 
transparency, investor protection, 
and regulatory oversight.

Recent figures reflect both the pro-
gress made and the potential still 
untapped. Public issuances on the 
regional market reached 361.78 
billion CFA francs in 2025, while 
private placements totaled 6 billion 
CFA francs, pointing to growing—
though still limited—capital mar-
ket activity.

Taken together, these initiatives 
signal a shift toward a more di-
versified financing ecosystem in 
Cameroon. By combining public 
funding, guarantees, banking ins-
truments, and emerging digital 
solutions, the country is laying the 
groundwork for a more inclusive 
and resilient SME financing envi-
ronment.

Source: Business in Cameroon, AfDB Group
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NIGERIA STRENGTHENS ITS 
POSITION AS AN EMERGING 
PHARMACEUTICAL HUB IN WEST 
AFRICA

The growing success of 
Pharma West Africa 2026, 
along with a series of new 
sector initiatives, reflects 
Nigeria’s ambition to become 
a leading pharmaceutical 
and health hub for West and 
Central Africa.

Nigeria is increasingly consoli-
dating its position as a strategic 
center for pharmaceutical produc-
tion, health sector investment, and 
medical innovation in West Afri-
ca. The momentum generated by 
Pharma West Africa 2026, held in 
Lagos from 14 to 16 April, reflects 
both the scale of market opportu-
nities and the country’s growing 
appeal to international investors 
seeking a gateway into the region.

The event brought together more 
than 250 exhibitors and partici-
pants from Europe, Asia, and Afri-
ca, making it one of the fastest-
growing pharmaceutical trade 
shows in the region. The presence 
of national pavilions from Turkey, 
China, Egypt, Bangladesh, and 
Russia underscored the strong 
international interest in Nigeria’s 
health sector and its role as a plat-
form for regional expansion.

Several factors explain this 
growing appeal. Nigeria combines 
a large population, rising health-
care demand, and a rapidly evol-
ving business environment. Inter-
national companies present at the 
show consistently highlighted the 

size of the Nigerian market and its 
potential to meet demand not only 
domestically but also in neighbo-
ring West African countries. For 
many investors, Nigeria represents 
the most effective entry point into 
a regional market marked by signi-
ficant, unmet health needs.

Discussions held during Pharma 
West Africa also reflected a broa-
der strategic goal: strengthening 
pharmaceutical self-sufficiency. 
Stakeholders stressed the need 
to reduce dependence on impor-
ted medicines and build stronger 
local manufacturing capacity. This 
challenge remains substantial, 
with Africa currently importing 
between 70% and 95% of its me-
dicines, while 30% to 60% of the 
continent’s pharmaceutical pro-
duction capacity remains underu-
tilized.

Technology and supply chain 
innovation are expected to play a 
key role in closing these gaps. Ni-
gerian companies such as DrugS-
toc are helping modernize phar-
maceutical distribution through 
digital platforms that improve 
procurement efficiency, inven-
tory management, and access to 
reliable suppliers. These innova-
tions are gaining traction as health 
systems seek greater resilience and 
operational efficiency.

The country’s regional ambitions 
are further illustrated by the upco-
ming Nigeria Pharma and Health 

Expo 2026, expected to attract 
more than 100 exhibitors and 
over 2,500 visitors from at least 10 
countries. Designed as a platform 
for investment, technology trans-
fer, and regulatory dialogue, this 
event reinforces Nigeria’s role as 
a meeting point for health sector 
stakeholders across West and Cen-
tral Africa.

Combined with the opportunities 
created by the African Continen-
tal Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), 
which provides access to a market 
of more than 1.3 billion people, 
these developments strengthen 
Nigeria’s position as a future 
pharmaceutical and medical hub, 
capable of serving an increasingly 
integrated African health market.

Source:Business Day Nigeria, Guardian Nigeria
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AZERBAIJAN AND SAUDI 
ARABIA DEEPEN ECONOMIC 
AND LOGISTICAL COOPERATION 
TO STRENGTHEN REGIONAL 
CONNECTIVITY

The strengthening of econo-
mic ties between Azerbaijan and 
Saudi Arabia is creating new 
opportunities in trade, logis-
tics, energy, and investment, 
while consolidating connecti-
vity between the Gulf, the South 
Caucasus, and Central Asia.

The relationship between Azerbaijan 
and Saudi Arabia is entering a new 
phase, marked by expanding eco-
nomic cooperation, strategic invest-
ment, and growing logistical inte-
gration. Recent discussions between 
senior officials from both countries, 
along with a series of ongoing pro-
jects and agreements, reflect a shared 
ambition to translate common politi-
cal will into lasting economic value.

A key driver of this partnership lies 
in the complementary positioning 
of the two economies. Saudi Arabia 
is pursuing economic diversification 
under its Vision 2030 agenda, while 
Azerbaijan is leveraging its strategic 
position at the crossroads of Europe, 
Central Asia, and the Gulf. Together, 
these strengths create opportuni-
ties to develop new trade routes, 
investment platforms, and sectoral 
partnerships capable of generating 
benefits well beyond the bilateral 
relationship.

Logistics and connectivity have emer-
ged as central pillars of this coopera-
tion. Azerbaijan is actively promoting 
major transport initiatives, notably 
the Middle Corridor and the planned 
Zangezur Corridor. These projects 

aim to link Central Asia, the South 
Caucasus, Turkey, and European 
markets through faster, more efficient 
transport networks. For Saudi Ara-
bia, whose logistics strategy seeks to 
expand its gateways to international 
trade, participation in these emerging 
corridors could offer greater access to 
Central Asian markets while diver-
sifying regional supply chains.

Beyond logistics, investment coo-
peration is also gaining momen-
tum. Nearly thirty agreements and 
contracts covering trade, agriculture, 
investment, and economic develop-
ment have already been concluded 
between the two countries. Discus-
sions are also progressing on the 
creation of a joint investment fund, 
intended to channel capital toward 
priority sectors such as infrastruc-
ture, food security, tourism, advanced 
technologies, and logistics services. 
Such a mechanism could facilitate 
the implementation of larger-scale 
projects while strengthening collabo-
ration between the private sectors of 
both countries.

Energy remains another important 
dimension of this partnership. Sau-
di companies, particularly ACWA 
Power, have become major investors 
in Azerbaijan’s energy transition. The 
Khizi-Absheron wind farm, valued at 
$300 million with a generation capa-
city of 240 megawatts, stands as the 
largest renewable energy project in 
Azerbaijan fully financed by foreign 
capital. At the same time, Saudi-lin-
ked institutions continue to take part 

in strategic oil and gas sector pro-
jects, reinforcing cooperation in both 
conventional and renewable energy.
For the wider Gulf and Central Asian 
regions, this partnership is contri-
buting to stronger economic inte-
gration and improved connectivity. 
Enhanced transport corridors, coor-
dinated investment strategies, and ex-
panding trade ties can facilitate trade 
flows across multiple markets and 
support regional value chains.

Within the framework of the Organi-
sation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 
the growing partnership between 
Azerbaijan and Saudi Arabia also of-
fers a concrete model for deeper eco-
nomic cooperation among member 
states. By combining infrastructure 
development, investment mobiliza-
tion, and inter-regional connectivity, 
the two countries are helping open 
new pathways for trade, sustainable 
growth, and economic integration 
across the Islamic world.

Source: Kazinform international, 
new agency, Asharq Al-awsat
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JORDAN EMERGES AS A GREEN 
ECONOMY HUB WITH MAJOR 
AMMONIA INVESTMENT

Jordan’s $1.1 billion green 
ammonia project marks 
a significant step in the 
Kingdom’s transition toward 
a low-carbon economy, 
drawing on its natural re-
sources, strategic location, 
and industrial capabilities to 
attract investment and drive 
sustainable growth.

Jordan is strengthening its environ-
mental and industrial ambitions 
through the development of one of its 
largest clean energy projects to date. 
The recently signed 45-year invest-
ment agreement for the construction 
of a $1.1 billion green ammonia faci-
lity near Aqaba reflects the country’s 
growing commitment to sustainable 
development, while creating new 
opportunities for economic diversifi-
cation and international investment.

Led by Jordan Green Ammonia, a 
consortium bringing together the 
Emirati Fidelity Group and the Po-
lish company Hynfra, the project is 
expected to produce 100,000 tonnes 
of green ammonia per year starting in 
November 2030. Intended primarily 
for export to European markets, the 
project taps into growing internatio-
nal demand for low-carbon industrial 
products and positions Jordan as a 
potential supplier within emerging 
green value chains.

The project draws on one of Jordan’s 
most valuable natural resources: solar 
energy. With approximately 320 days 
of sunshine per year, the country en-

joys particularly favorable conditions 
for renewable energy production. To 
support this output, the consortium 
plans to build a dedicated 550-me-
gawatt solar power plant, along with 
a desalination facility capable of pro-
ducing 2.5 million cubic meters of 
water per year. The renewable electri-
city will be used to produce hydrogen 
from water, which will then be com-
bined with nitrogen extracted from 
the air to produce green ammonia.

Beyond its environmental signifi-
cance, the project carries important 
economic implications. Jordan has 
experienced limited foreign invest-
ment inflows in recent years, which 
lends particular weight to a project of 
this scale. The development is expec-
ted to attract additional international 
investors, particularly from Europe, 
where sustainability requirements 
continue to drive demand for re-
newable energy products. Financing 
is structured around 30% equity and 
70% external investment, reflecting 
confidence in the project’s commer-
cial viability.

This initiative also supports broa-
der industrial development around 
Aqaba, Jordan’s only coastal city. 
New infrastructure, including dedi-
cated export facilities within the port, 
will strengthen the city’s role as a 
hub for clean industrial activity and 
international trade. In addition, the 
state is expected to benefit directly 
from taxes and royalties, representing 
approximately 12% of the project’s 
profits once production is underway.

On the environmental front, the 
facility is expected to reduce carbon 
emissions by approximately 200,000 
tonnes per year. At a time when glo-
bal markets are placing growing prio-
rity on sustainable supply chains, this 
project allows Jordan to play a more 
active role in the transition toward 
more environmentally responsible 
industrial production.

Ultimately, the Aqaba green ammo-
nia project illustrates how strategic 
investment, renewable resources, and 
export-oriented industrial develop-
ment can converge to drive economic 
growth while advancing environmen-
tal goals. It also reinforces Jordan’s 
emerging profile as a credible destina-
tion for large-scale green investment 
and sustainable infrastructure deve-
lopment.

Source: The National, GasWorld
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 Regional Health Invest Forum
13-14 July 2026 • Nouakchott, Mauritania

 9th OIC Ministerial Conference on Women
12–13 July 2026 • Islamabad, Pakistan

 17th OIC–UN General Meeting on Cooperation
22–24 July 2026 • Geneva, Switzerland

 15th Annual Investment Meeting (AIM)
7-9 September • Dubai, UAE

 OIC African SMEs Forum
October 2026 • Dakar, Senegal

 2nd OIC Ministerial Conference on Energy
October 2026 • Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

 42nd COMCEC Ministerial Meeting
31st October – 3 November 2026 • Istanbul, Türkiye

 11th OIC Halal Expo
25–28 November 2026 • Istanbul, Türkiye

 13th OIC Ministerial Conference on Tourism
1-3 December 2026 • Doha, Qatar

 10th Meeting of the ACMOI
9–10 December 2026 • Jeddah, Saudi Arabia



The Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest inter-
governmental organization after the United Nations, comprising 57 member 
states spread across 4 continents. The Organization serves as the voice of the 
Muslim world, safeguarding and protecting its interests in the spirit of pro-
moting international peace and harmony among the world’s diverse peoples.

The Islamic Summit, the Council of Foreign Ministers, and the General 
Secretariat are the main organs of the OIC. The Organization also includes 
three permanent thematic committees: the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology, the Committee on Economy and Trade, the Committee on Commu-
nication and Culture, as well as the Al-Quds Committee. Furthermore, the 
Organization has specialized institutions operating under its umbrella, such 
as the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the Islamic Educational, Scien-
tific, and Cultural Organization (ISESCO). These thematic committees, sub-
sidiary bodies, and affiliated institutions of the Organization play a vital and 
complementary role by working in various domains.

www.oic-oci.org


